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CIO Wins Ford Poll Easily; 
GM, Hudson PlantsReopen 





Ford Ups Prices 
$15 on V-8; Other 
Firms May Follow 


|May’s Retail Sales Headed 
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Tale of the Tank 
Churchill Writes Its History 
Col. McCormick Adds to It 
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KAUFMAN 
demonstrated he can build Army tanks 


as well as cars and trucks. 


duce tanks for defense. 


ECAUSE the Chrysler Corp. was 

the first in the automotive in- 
dustry to undertake the manufac- 
ture of tanks for the defense pro- 
gram, its president, Kaufman _ T. 
Keller, is carving for himself a 
place in the Hall of Fame in the 
history of these turbulent times in 
which all nations of the world are 
involved, because of the part he 
and his corporation is playing. It 
was K. T. who was called upon by 
Bill Knudsen and asked if he 
would build tanks for Uncle Sam. 
“Yes,” he replied, “but show me 
one— I’ve never given it a once- 
over.” And he took his coat off, 
rolled up his sleeves, called in his 
production experts and told them 
to get busy. ‘ 

THIS WAS followed by an in- 
itial order from Washington for 
1,000 of the caterpillar - treaded 
steel monsters, whereupon K. T. 
started building Chrysler’s $20,000,- 
000 tank arsenal. On Apr. 12, 1941, 
the first pilot tank was completed 
and was presented to Brother 
Jonathan on Apr. 24 with the com- 
pliments of the Chrysler Division’s 
dealers and distributors and their 
salesmen and employes, who raised 
the money by subscription to pay 
for it. The second tank made its 
debut at the same time, but that 
has been reserved for experimental 
work. Work on the third and 
fourth ones has been started, and 
it is expected the plant will be well 
into mass production by fall, there 
still remaining some machinery to 
be installed. 

* * * 

ONE MIGHT well ask the col- 
umn why bring up the subject of 
tanks at this particular moment. 
But it so happens that within the 
past week a magazine article and 
a radio speech convinced the con- 
ductor that this mechanized Gar- 
gantua is what might be called 
“live news,” and that little is 
known of its origin and develop- 
ment. The magazine article ap- 
peared in the May 17 issue of 


(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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T. KELLER has ably 


History 
will record that as president of the 
Chrysler Corp. he is the first in the 
American automobile industry to pro- 


For All-Time Peak; 
Dealers Rallied 


On Dealer Front 


86% of new car sales 

involve trade-ins 
Dealers dig up Nero's fiddle.... 3 
Ohio legislation satisfactory ... 6 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT.— Possibly por- 
tending an industry-wide up- 
swing, Ford last week ef- 
fected a $15 price boost on 
1941 V-8 models, while at 


the same time the company an- 
nounced that its much - discussed 
Six is now being distributed in 
small quantities to various branches, 
with full output and formal an- 
a of the car due next 
all. 

While other manufacturers re- 
fused to comment on the possi- 
bility of following Ford’s price 
boost, rising labor and material 
costs are expected eventually to 
force price increases all down the 
line. That this would not be op- 
posed by federal price officials, un- 
less repeated boosts are made, was 
indicated in reliable circles in 
Washington. (See full details in 
Automotive Washington on page 
one). 

With the $15 price rise for V-8 
models, the new Ford Six prices 
will be identical with the old V-8 
prices. (See story on page one). 

Meantime, the record - breaking 
sales pace continues thus far in 
May, with indications that the 
month’s total will set a new all- 
time high of close to 550,000 units 
to top the previous mark of 507,- 
066 units in May, 1929. The rapid 
sales pace, coupled with the fact 
that production has been unable to 
keep pace for the past several 
months, has lowered dealer stocks 
to less than a month’s supply in 
many cases, it is reported. 

Dut to the business upswing in 
defense centers, used car demand 
is becoming brisk, dealers report. 
However, most areas note that 
there is little likelihood of a scar- 
city of used cars, with consequent 
price increases, before next fall 
when the industry must start cur- 
tailing its new-car output. 

Although further curtailment, in 
addition to the recently ordered 
(See PRICES, Page 19, Col. 4) 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON.—Serious effects 
of state trade barriers on the flow 
of interstate commerce, particu- 
larly in the present emergency 
when national unity is of surpass- 
ing importance, were outlined in 
an address last week by Paul 
T. Truitt, chairman of the Inter- 
departmental Committee on Inter- 
state Trade Barriers, set up by 
the U. S. department of commerce 
to cooperate with the Council of 
State Governments and _ other 
groups in an effort to combat these 
|deterrents to the free flow of 
| commerce in the U. S. 

Truitt pointed out that it was 
the commercial strife between the 
| Colonial states that inspired the 
framers of the constitution to 
place in the hands of the federal 
government plenary power over 
interstate commerce. He indicated 
that the current situation, while 
grave, is by no means hopeless. 





By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON.—One day last 
week, price administrator Leon 
Henderson, flanked by a couple 
of expert colleagues, went,.ver 
to the White House and re 
closeted with the President for 
some time. Neither the President’s 
visitors nor Roosevelt nor the 
customary official White House 
sources discussed the conference 
for publication. 

Following the conference, 
however, there appeared in 
print two reports of what 
transpired. One stated une- 
quivocally that the conferees 
had decided on legislation, to 
be introduced in Congress this 
week, which will put teeth in 
the enforcement of federal price- 
fixing orders. The molars and 
incisors would consist of fines 
and jail sentences. The other 
report, equally as certain, said 
that legislation is out of the 
window, at least for the pres- 
ent. Now, what’s the answer? 
Investigating independently, 
AUTOMOTIVE NEws is informed by 
sources usually found reliable 
that Henderson told the Presi- 
dent that for the time being he 
felt no new law was needed to 
give him additional authority 
and that the circumstances as 
he saw them required no general 
order freezing prices as of now. 
It was further stated, according 
to these sources, that questions 
specifically discussed dealt with 
price increases in certain indi- 
vidual lines, particularly textiles 
which have been _ skyrocketing. 


Henderson 


Holds Off 

BUT THE MOST important 
general conclusion was, if AUTO- 
MOTIVE News is accurately in- 
formed, that the OPACS director 
shied away from a general freez- 
ing order—urged by Bernard M. 
Baruch, war industries board 
chairman in World War days— 
and indicated that he preferred 
to go along, for the time being 
anyway, as is. However, it is 


U.S. Agency Reports Progress 


In War on State Barriers 


“Thus far in 1941 state legislative 
sessions in removing trade barriers 
have passed new milestones of 
achievement,” Truitt declared. 
“Notable is the upward revision 
of the Texas 7,000-pound truck 
load limit law to 38,000 pounds gross 
weight, an issue of 10 years’ stand- 
ing. 

“Tennessee repealed a 10-cent 
per pound excise tax on oleomar- 
garine made from domestic fats 
and oils. In the first two weeks 
following this action, it is reported 
that over 900 new oleomargarine 
retail outlet licenses were issued 
in that state. The indications are 
favorable for the repeal of a 
similar 5-cent per pound tax in 


Oklahoma at the present session. | 


“Action similar to that repre- 


|}sented in these cases is definitely 


in the direction of freeing interstate 
(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1) 


Automotive Washington 





further understood that Hender- 
son (tough-minded and _hard- 
fisted) stated emphatically that 
he would take the Baruch- 
recommended action at the first 
sign of a broad general upswing 
in commodity price levels. 

Henderson is represented as 

feeling that there has been a 
generally satisfactory compli- 
ance with OPACS orders. Trou- 
ble is anticipated only from 
.the same crowd of chiselers, in 
all lines, who stepped out of 
line during NRA. 

That is the general background 
of the price administration 
picture, provided, of course, this 
version of last week’s White 
House confab is correct. Now as 
to its relationship to the auto- 
motive industry. At this writing 
nothing official was forthcoming 
from the OPACS, and there was 
no special reaction to the Ford 
price increase. ‘ 


U.S. Action 
Unlikely 


BASED purely upon a general 
size-up of the _ situation, and 
(Continued on Page 18, Col. 1) 


Ford’s New Six 
Being Delivered; 


* 








AFL Also Buried 


In Lincoln Vote 


CIO Asks Immediate Talks; 
Maps Campaign for 
Ford Branches 


On Defense Front 


U. S. to spend $200,000,000 Page 
for machine tools ............. * 

Ford to assemble bombers ..... 8 

Trucks’ role in defense cited.... 9 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—With an over- 
whelming victory chalked up 
by UAW-CIO in the National 
Labor Relations Board elec- 


tion at the Ford Rouge and 
Lincoln plants here last Wednes- 
day, speculation is rife as to when 
contract negotiations will get 
underway. 

Final tabulation of the ballots 
Thursday revealed the CIO had 
garnered 51,866 votes, or 69.91 per- 
cent, at the Rouge plant, while the 
AFL showed a total of 20,364, or 
27.45 percent. Total votes cast for 
neither union was 1,958, or 2.64 
percent. 

CIO majority surpassed that of 
the CIO vote in General Motors 
Corp., where workers voted a 68 
percent majority for the UAW-CIO. 
Chrysler employes gave the CIO 
an 80 percent majority. 

At the Lincoln plant, 2,008 work- 


Full Output in Fall ers or 73.2 percent voted for the 


DETROIT.—Deliveries of new 90 
horsepower six-cylinder Ford cars, 
on which the company has been 
working for many months, are now 
being made, according to Ford 
Motor Co. Original company plans 
called for substantial six-cylinder 
production early this year, but ow- 
ing to priorities given to defense 
work, normal production of six- 
eylinder cars probably will not be 
in full swing until early fall. 

The new Ford six-cylinder engine 
is to be interchangeable with the 
90 horsepower V-8 engine and made 
available as optional in all Deluxe 
and Super Deluxe Ford passenger 
body types as well as commercial 
cars and trucks. 

The Six is being brought out, a 
company official said, as “a run- 
ning mate to the Ford V-8.” All 
six-cylinder units will be priced $15 
below current Ford V-8 prices of 
corresponding body types. This 
places the new six at the same 
price level as that formerly occu- 
pied by the V-8, since the price 
on the latter was raised $15 last 
week, 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1941 1940 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—292,214 Chevrolet 231,907— 1 
2—194,319 Ford 153,880— 2 


3—142,700 Plymouth 117,823— 3 


4—102,444 Buick 715,238— 4 
5— 97,015 Pontiac 60,001— 5 
6— 77,537 Oldsmobile 52,141— 7 
7— 64,225 Dodge 58,368— 6 
8— 43,235 Chrysler 27,336— 8 
9— 30,125 Studebaker 25,866— 9 
10— 25,932 Mercury 23,548—10 
Total All Makes 
1,191,889 923,183 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 15, this issue. 














CIO. AFL received 587 votes, or 
21.4 percent, while votes for neither 
union totaled 146, or 5.3 percent. 

The Ford election was the top 
news in the labor picture here last 
week, since General Motors and 
Hudson CIO workers earlier had 
ratified their contract agreements 
and plants were reopened. New 
contracts called for a 10-cents-an- 
hour wage increase at General 
Motors, and an 8-cents-an- hour 
boost at Hudson. 

After the Ford ballot-counting 
was completed, NLRB officials an- 
nounced that a period of about 10 
days would be necessary before 

(Continued on Page 19, Col. 4) 


Boston Takes Up 
Campaign Against 
Unfair Taxation 


BOSTON.—Those connected with 
the automotive industry in this 
area are starting a campaign 
against unfair federal taxes. Mo- 
torists, distributors, dealers and 
salesmen have been warned that 
unless a protest is made, a 20 or 
25 percent excise tax may be 
slapped on the industry, thus cut- 
ting off or severly hampering their 
livelihood. 

President A. L. Danforth, of the 
Boston Automobile Dealers Asgsn., 
has planned a meeting at which 
resolutions will be passed and sent 
to senators and congressmen on 
the subject. Not that there be no 
increased levy, but that it be non- 
discriminatory. 

Zone managers, distributors and 
dealers are now beginning a cam- 
paign of education to tell people 
about the tax and urging that they 
write to their congressmen outlin- 
ing their views. 

oston Sunday Globe carried a 
story on the taxation and sug- 


gested to readers that they write 
(See TAXATION, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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Tailor-Made Fuels for Cars Studied 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 26, 1941 


Adjustments Held Needed |\ash Host to Resins 
In Distributor-Advance Setup 


TULSA, Okla.— Discovery of 
further possibilities in* “tailor- 
made” fuels for American motor 
cars through continued study of 


the important relationship between | turers, 





Committee and participated in by 
representatives of 21 oil companies, 
three motor accessory manufac- 
turers, two automobile manufac- 
two universities, and the 


motor speed and gasoline octane-|U. S. Army and the U. S. bureau 


numbe;y requirements was reported 
to American Petroleum Institute’s 
mid-year meeting in the Mayo ho- 
tel here last week. 

Not only fuel, but distributor- 
advance mechanism of motor cars 
may be tailored in the future, it 
was said, tests having disclosed the 
difficulty of obtaining highly ef- 
ficient performance in all motors 
with all fuels at all speeds unless 
adjustments can be made. The re- 
port is expected to have an im- 
portant effect both upon the de- 
sign of automobile engines and 
motor fuels of the future. Con- 
tinuing tests will be made along 
the lines of relationships between 
engine speeds, octane numbers of 
fuels and spark advance. 

A report of 1940 road detonation 
tests, made under the direction of 
the Cooperative Fuel Research 


St. Louis Sales 
In Apr. Continue 


At Record Pace 


ST. LOUIS.—New car and truck 
registrations in this area continue 
on an upward trend over 1940 and 
sizable increases were made _ in 
both passenger car and truck sales 
during April. 

Total sales of passenger cars hit 
5,812 in April, which represents an 
increase of 1,738 units over April, 
1940. The gain in new car sales for 
the first four months of 1941 over 
the same period last year was 
5,585 units. 

Truck sales reached a total of 
506 units during April, a gain of 
130 over April, 1940. Truck sales in 
the first four months this year 
totaled 1,793 vehicles, a gain of 
335 units over the same _ period 
of 1941. 

War defense orders employing 
men above the draft age in numer- 
ous plants in St. Louis and sur- 
rounding territory is more than 
offsetting potential purchasers of 
automobiles who have been called 
for military training. 


Defense Activity Boosts 


Sales in Virginia Area 
HAMPTON ROADS, Va. — Auto- 
mobile dealers in this area report 
the best movement of new and 
used cars in years. 

This condition of the automobile 
market is largely attributable to 
the influx of many thousands of 
people brought into the area be- 
cause of vast defense activities in 
connection with the shipyards, 
military posts, the Naval base and 
the large air base at Langley Field. 


Ban on Musical Horns 


To Be Strictly Enforced 
MISHAWAKA, Ind.—Mayor Carl 
J. Castleman has ordered the police 
department to enforce a city ordi- 
nance pertaining to abolition of 
the musical automobile horn. 








of standards, indicated that in one 
1940 test alone 24 cars had been 
operated more than 100,000 miles 
on 23 fuels. 

The report was presented by J. 
M. Campbell, of General Motors 
Research Laboratories, Detroit; R. 
J. Greenshields, Shell Oil Co., Inc., 
Wood River, Ill.; and W. M. Hola- 
day, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., 
New York, who were among the 
more than 60 technologists and re- 
search experts attive in testing pro- 
cedure. The work included cen- 
tralized road tests at San Ber- 
nardino, Calif., at which 32 or- 
ganizations were represented. The 
research committee itself is spon- 
sored by the Institute, the Automo- 
bile Manufacturers Assn., the So- 
ciety of Automotive Engineers and 
the bureau of standards. 

Automotive Diesel-Fuels division 
of the CFRC also filed a report, 
which was presented by W. G. 
Ainsley, of Sinclair Refining Co., 
East Chicago, Ind., on tests made 
in an effort to determine the in- 
fluence of the properties of diesel 
fuels on engine performance. Six- 
teen companies from the petro- 
leum and diesel fields and two uni- 
versities have participated in the 
undertaking. 


Registrations Rise 


In Massachusetts 


BOSTON. In the first four 
months of this year 955,378 motor 
vehicles were registered in Massa- 
chusetts, Registrar Frank A. Good- 
win reports. The total was divided 
between 851,614 cars and 103,764 
trucks. For that same period in 
1940 the total was 861,990 compris- 
ing 761,739 cars and 100,251 trucks. 
That represented an increase of 
89,875 cars and 3,513 trucks. 

However, included in these fig- 
ures are vehicles registered more 
than once. In 1940 reregistered cars 
totaled 82,659 leaving a net tota 
of 679,054 units. For 1941, a total 
of 112,810 cars were listed more 
than once bringing the net to 739,- 
804, leaving a net of 60,750 units. 

For April, 1940, there was a net 
of 71,208 cars registered and 5,354 
trucks or a total of 76,562. In April 
this year the figures were 74,001 
cars and 5,157 trucks or an in- 
crease of 2,596 vehicles. 


Dodge Dealers Report 





a 


AT NASH Regional meeting in Detroit last week were, left to right, Ray 


Cady, 


Eastern Region service representative; Harold Grothjan, assistant re- 


gional manager, Eastern region; Harry Scott, merchandising manager, Boston 
branch. Standing, Bill Rutledge, merchandising department of Nash. 





OTHERS PRESENT included, left to right, Ed Iverson, wholesale manager, 
Nash Sales, Inc., Chicago; George Walrath, Western regional manager; Harry 
Hollingshead, Chicago distributor; Lee Arnold, assistant general sales manager; 
Les Frint, Milwaukee distributor, and John Fountain, assistant western re- 


gional manager. 





LEFT TO RIGHT, Bill Breuer, assistant to parts and service manager; John 
Staples, Newburgh (N. Y.), distributor; Karl Greiner, parts and service man- 


ager of Nash. 


Oldsmobile ’41 Model Output 


Is Extended Through July 


LANSING.—Stimulated by a new 
car demand unprecedented in the 
company’s 44-year history, Oldsmo- 
bile will aim to continue new car 


Sales Rise in Detroit] production well into midsummer 


DETROIT.—New-vehicle deliver- 


months. Present plans anticipate 


ies made by Dodge dealers of the |™anufacturing schedules extending 


Detroit region during the week|through July, according to S. E. 
ending May 17, show an increase | Skinner, Oldsmobile’s general man- 


of 13 percent over the previous | 48er. 


week’s record, according to L. F. 
Van Nortwick, regional manager. 


“Oldsmobile will endeavor to sup- 
ply cars to its customers as long as 


Other sales increases, running as| materials and man power are avail- 


high as 30 percent, are reported | able,” 


said Skinner. “Of course 


from the 15 other regional divi-|there will be the seasonal letup 
sions of the Dodge organization,|on car production during the sum- 
states Van Nortwick, who adds|mer months but as this period 
that Dodge dealers’ sales of used|arrives many of the men will he 


cars and trucks are sharing in the 
general upward trend. 


monn tne 


BOST 
DAY i 


ee | 


Big A tel Siglo flay Sle 





ae 





— AMA Estimates 


Apr. Retail Sales 
At 557,192 Units 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
passenger cars and trucks in the 
United States during April totaled 
557,192 units, according to estimates 
of Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 

Retail sales in April, 1940, were 
411,277. April, 1941 sales included 
483,273 passenger cars and 73,919 
commercial vehicles. 


Registrations Drop 
LONDON.—(UTPS).—In answer to a 


Parliamentary question, the Minister 

of Transport, Lieut. - Col. a. A += 

Moore-Brabazon, denied that there had 

been a large increase in the registra- 

tion of private cars during the last 

year. There had, he_ said, been a 

big decrease. He could not in _ the 

INDICATIVE of the drive and showmanship put behind Studebaker’s recently- |! public interest give the figures, since 
clesed “Gay Nineties’? sales contest is this photograph snapped at a rally in they would be a _ reflection of the 


Boston shortly before the close of the contest. 


productive capacity of the country. 


transferred to defense work,” he 
added. “Several hundred men have 
already been transferred from car 
production to other departments in 
our armament program. In Olds- 
mobile’s Hydra-Matic drive plant 
we propose to operate during the 
changeover period in order to keep 
pace with the demand.” 


Skinner stated that Oldsmobile | 


contracts for national defense work 
were in excess of 22 million dollars. 

To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


yn 





CONSISTENT Sales increases of 1941 
an all-time high in Long Beach, Calif., according to C. Stanlee Martin, president 
of the Oldsmobile dealership in that city bearing his name. Martin, in Lansing 


last week, reported that the demand 
Matie drive was greater now 


than at any 


SALES 


at API Meeting 





Sales of Pontiacs 
Set New AII-Time 
Record in April 


PONTIAC.—Pontiac sales during 
April totaled 39,709 cars, setting 
another new all-time high, follow- 
ing the previous record set by 
March sales of 38,662 units, accord- 
ing to the Pontiac Chieftain. 


Unprecedented buying during 
the month resulted in a decrease 
of new car stocks in dealers hands 
and a further increase in unfilled 
orders on hand, despite capacity 
plant production. 

April sales last year totaled 22,- 
751 units. 

Used car sales by Pontiac deal- 
ers during April reflected similar 
gains with a total of 63,851 units 
to set an all-time high for any 
month in Pontiac history. While 
used car sales continued upward, 
stocks showed a reduction. 


Apr. Registrations 
In New Orleans 


At Reeord Pace 


NEW ORLEANS.—Registrations 
in metropolitan New Orleans 
reached an all-time high in April 
with deliveries reaching 1,109 pas- 
senger cars and 128 trucks. 

The figure was nearly double 
sales of a year ago when deliveries 
reached 759 and was more than 
twice the figure of two years ago 
when 532 sales were recorded. 

The figure was reached despite 
some shortage of Ford cars for 
delivery. Sales were notable be- 
cause of the large volume of cars 
;}in the upper price bracket that 
were delivered. Buick and Stude- 
baker were among these. 

The 10 top passenger car sellers 
were Chevrolet, 242; Ford, 161: 
Plymouth, 147; Buick, 91; Stude- 
baker, 83; Oldsmobile, 80; Pontiac, 
66; Dodge, 64; Nash, 39, and Chrys- 
ler, 34. Ford and Chevrolet each 
delivered 42 trucks. International 
sold 24 and Plymouth dealers 9. 


‘Syracuse Sales 


Set New Record 


| SYRACUSE.—New passenger car 
| registrations in Onondaga county 
lin April totaled 1,912 and estab- 
lished a new all-time high mark 
for one month. The previous peak 
month was April, 1929, when 1,632 
|new cars were registered. The in- 
crease last month over April, 1940, 
| was 31.9 percent. 

Total of new passenger car reg- 
istrations in the county for the 
first four months of 1941 was 4,795, 
which was also a new high. The 
| best previous record for a com- 
|parable period was made in 1929, 
|when 4,187 new cars were regis- 
tered. 

Due to the heavy volume of sales, 
the office of the Syracuse Automo- 
|bile Dealers Assn. was two weeks 
|later than usual in completing the 
tabulation of April registrations 
this year. 
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Oldsmobiles have climbed to establish 





for Oldsmobiles equipped with Hydra- 
time since the feature was first 


introduced. Photo, taken in Lansing, shows, Martin, H. A. Trevellyan, assistant 


general sales manager for Oldsmobile 


in charge of Western sales, and D. FE 


Ralston, Oldsmobile’s general sales manager. 
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| By John O. Munn 











Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments questions or re 

’ quests m 
addressed to John 0. Munn in care of Automotive News, Detreht, 
and the writer's name will be kept in confidence if requested. 











jOR more than 30 years I have 
‘been writing and speaking on 
ie utility value of the automobile, 
) counteract just such a _ mis- 
nderstanding as that which evi- 
ently existed in Leon Henderson’s 
ind when he sounded off in 
fashington the other day about a 
gsury tax on automobiles. 

Henderson spoke in his ca- 
mcity as administrator of the 
Office of Price Administration 
wd Civilian Supply, and, as we 
dl know, is a key man in the 
Roosevelt administration. 

. = @ 


thers May Think 
ame Way 
f have all been so busy selling 

one make of automobile against 
nother that we haven’t stopped to 
nalyze why the American people 
ave invested in and are using 

1,000,000 cars today. The danger 
ow is that Henderson's horse-and- 
wggy attitude toward the status 
f the automobile in modern life 
ty also exist in the minds of 
ther government administrators 
nd members of Congress who will 
etermine the tax bill. Why not let 
ur representatives know other- 
‘ise ? 

I think the industry has missed 
the boat in not having long since 
made a concerted and continuous 
‘fort to build up in the public 
mind a real conception of the 
itility of the automobile. We 
could, with equal reason, count 
wy other recognized essential 
just as much a luxury as an 
automobile. For instance: the 
food we eat is admittedly es- 
sential — we need it for nourish- 
ment and there is no attempt to 
dass it as a luxury just because 
most people enjoy eating it; the 
hat you wear for protection from 
the elements also is an article of 
udornment — which, incidentally, 
more and more young bloods in 
recent years have classed as a 
‘non-essential;” the home you 
live in is an expression of your 
ideals of comfort and _  con- 
venience that justifiably goes 
















has extended his life. 


Perhaps it is too late now for 
the manufacturers themselves to 
do much about influencing pub- 
lic opinion with reference to the 
utility value of the automobile. 
To do so directly, because they 
have an axe to grind, would 
serve only to further “convince” 
congressmen, and others who do 
not understand, that an auto- 
mobile is indeed a luxury and 
= be classed and taxed as 
such, 


In Hands 


Of Dealers, Owners 
ANUFACTURERS have 


* * 


little 


Congress because they control few 
votes. In fact, quite the contrary 
is true. Most congressmen prefer 
to oppose big industry, because it 
gets them more popular support. 
The power and responsibility to 
correct erroneous thinking regard- 
ing the essentiality of the automo- 
bile is properly in the hands of the 
owner and dealer. Dealers have 
sold al] the cars and know the 
uses to which they are put. People 
have bought these cars and know 
the benefits their use bestows. The 
worker in the lowest income 
bracket will suffer the greatest by 
having a luxury tax added because 
his automobile is often his only 
means of reaching his place of em- 
ployment which may be many 
miles away from his home. 

People are for things they 
understand, and against things 
they do not understand. Many do 
not understand or fully appreci- 
ate, even though they use them, 
the real utility value of their 
cars, or the extent to which 
modern human needs have come 
to depend upon the use of auto- 
mobiles. 


beyond the requirements of mere * * * 
shelter. People don’t deprive r ° 
themselves of the essentials to Speedy Action 


buy luxuries as much as they de- 
prive themselves of one essential 
to buy another essential—and the 
use of an automobile has become 
one of the essentials to the hu- 
man race. 


Is Urged 

T is truly the responsibility of 

the dealer, encouraged perhaps 
by the manufacturer, to correct 
this misunderstanding. Dealers are 
close to owners, and can organize 
them to prevent the spread of the 
Henderson philosophy. Congress 
and public officials are responsive 
to public opinion. 

The nation will be paying de- 
fense taxes for a long time. This 
proposal of a “luxury” tax on 
automobiles is an acute and im- 
portant question. The automobile 
industry has already shown its 
desire to cooperate fully with the 
government in converting all its 
facilities necessary for defense. 
It is more than willing to share 
its proportion of expense in pay- 
ing the cost of government. But 
it must maintain a constant and 
vigorous defense against being 
singled out for extra or dis- 
criminatory taxes. The industry 
and trade cannot afford to con- 
tinue expressing itself to the 
public in terms of. the relative 
merits of the various cars, but 
must extol the automobile in 
general, show how it serves hu- 
manity, and why it is an essential 
factor in modern living. Mere 
presentation of facts and figures 
to officialdom will not suffice— 
only a thorough realization on 
the part of the public as to the 
importance of the automobile 
and the value of its contribution 
to humanity will safeguard this 
industry from discriminatory and 
punitive taxation. 


Clay Duh-Muh-Za 


* * 
fost Valuable 
Vtility 

S I have said so many times 
‘4 before—man has been waiting 
or the automobile since creation. 
Vhen God created the human 
ace, he saw fit to deprive it of 
peed under its own individual con- 
tol. The wild animals could run 
ings around man in getting from 
lace to place. Speed was a definite 
imitation on human activity, and 
thile we finally made steady prog- 
ss in methods of group transpor- 
ation, we waited until the past 
alf-century for any real improve- 
tent of transportation under in- 
lividual control. Now with the 
utomobile and the airplane, man 
8 superior to all categories. 

What does the human race 
most desire? The answer is life 
itself, the joy of living, and the 
automobile brings to human be- 
ings more than anything else in 
the world, life itself and the joy 
of living. Because with the use 
of the automobile we have many 
more opportunities for business 
contacts, for improving one’s 
health, for increasing one’s hap- 
Piness, for enjoying more com- 
forts, making more progress, get- 
ting more action in our lives. 
The automobile is, in short, the 
first real time-and-place utility 
ever put at our disposal as in- | 


dividuals. , 
' : OKLAHOMA CITY. — H. c. Doss, 
eros yeneral sales manager o ‘ord Motor 
Opportunities has become Clay-Duh-Muh-Za, an 


honorary member of the Ponca tribe, 
following a meeting of Ford dealers of 
Oklahoma and Texas here. His Indian 
name means Iron Hawk. 


{re Doubled 


[N brief, the real value of : 
mobile to an individual 


an auto- 
since it 


doubles his opportunities for living 
and earning as compared with 
horse - and - buggy days, or quad- 
ruples his opportunities as com- 
pared with the ox-cart days — is 
equal to his entire earning ca- 
pacity for the length of time it 


influence with members of 


Chicago Dealers 
Told Good Profits 


Needed to Survive 


CHICAGO.— Ten rules declared 
to be essential for dealers who 
hope to remain in the automobile 
business were listed and discussed 
at a series of three regional meet- 
ings for Cook county dealers held 
last week in as many parts of the 
city under auspices of the Chi- 
cago Automobile Trade Assn. The 
luncheon sessions attracted close 
to 400 dealers and their key men. 

Samuel B. Shapiro, general man- 
ager of CATA, who conducted the 
meetings, elaborated upon the pres- 
ent seller’s market, the prospect 
of greatly higher taxes and the 
announced curtailment of motor 
vehicle production as serious rea- 
sons why dealers must make a 
profit on every phase of operation. 

Armed with charts, J. B. Van 
Tassel, CATA business management 
consultant, presented the following 
10-point program for adoption by 
dealers: 

1. Set up cash, not book re- 
serves, for increased taxes. 

2. Keep receivables and inven- 
tories liquid. 

3. Sell cars in one’s own terri- 
tory. 

4. Sell lubrication agreements 
with car sales. 

5. Build up service income. 

6. Eliminate sub-let work. 

7. Set up rigid detail expense 
and cost budget controls, and check 
them often. 

8. Keep the margin of income 
and expense as wide apart as pos- 
sible. 

9. Avoid long-term leases wher- 
ever possible. 

10. Stop wild trading. 


Retail Financing 


Of New, Used Cars 


Rises in March 


WASHINGTON. The dollar 
volume of retail financing of auto- 
mobile sales in March amounted to 
$202,792,701, an increase of 27.8 
percent over February, the U. S. 
census bureau’ announced last 
week. The increase over March of 
last year was 41.3 percent, while 
that over March, 1939, was 67.7 
percent. 

The volume of wholesale financ- 
ing for March amounted to $270,- 
486,636, an increase of 8.9 percent 
over February, 27.4 percent over 
March, 1940, and 70.6 percent over 
March, 1939. 

March retail financing included 
$118,369,229 for new cars and $83,- 
815,020 for used cars. The average 
amount per new car was $710, for 
used cars $315. 


Heywood Heads Dealers 


WORCESTER, Mass.—Ralph E. Hey- 
wood was elected president of Wor- 
cester Automotive Assn. at its annual 
meeting here Apr. 29. Chester M. 
Stanley was named vice-president and 
Richard V. Love, secretary. Named 
the executive committee were William 
T. McOwen, chairman; Edward G. 
FitzHenry, Lyle F. Harris, Allen Davis 
and Maurice E. Tuller. J 
group is sponsoring a mechanic's train- 
ing program in conjunction with the 
national defense program. 





CHRYSLER DEALERS in the territory of Andrew Murphy and Son, Omaha 
distributor, presented a yearling Hereford bull to David A. 
The animal was shipped to Detroit anc 
over to Wallace at the factory. It will be sent to his ranch in western Nebraska, 
where he maintains a herd of Herefords. The bull has been named ‘“Super- 
finish,”’ in honor of the metal finishing process for whose development Wallace | 
was principally responsible. Left to right in this picture are Charles L. Jacob- 
vice-president in charge of sales, 


of Chrysler Sales division. 


son, 











to 


The dealer 
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Dealers Dig Up Nero’s Fiddle? 


Ebbert Hits Dealers’ Failure 
To Abandon Volume Method 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Dealer reluctance 
to abandon volume merchandising 
methods and failure of the industry 
to do a better job in selling the 
idea that the automobile is a ne- 
cessity are scored by Ralph Ebbert, 
manager of the Brooklyn and Long 
Island Automobile Dealers Assn., 
who, in a current members’ bulle- 
tin reviewing defense program 
repercussions, asks: “Have Auto 
Dealers Dug Up Nero’s Fiddle?” 

“The most surprising aspect of 
the development of the defense 
program and its effect on the auto- 
mobile retailers,” Ebbert states, 
“has not been the speed with which 
the ‘Business as Usual’ prophets 
have reversed themselves, but the 
amazing reluctance of dealers gen- 
erally to realize that defense 
economy has shattered for years 
to come retailing methods based 
on volume, and a revelation of 
what a poor job the trade has 
done in selling the idea that the 
motor car is a necessity and not a 
luxury. 

“During the past few weeks 
OPM priorities’ executives, Fed- 
eral Reserve Board, the . = 
treasury, and the government in 
general, have been sounding loud 
warnings to small business men, 
and especially automobile dealers: 

“Start making greater net profit 
per unit now because you are go- 
ing to have a lot fewer automo- 
biles to sell from now on. Your 
customers are going to pay a 
much higher excise tax. Your own 
corporation is going to pay heavier 
taxes. You personally are going to 
pay an income tax that will be 
tripled. All other costs are going 
up. And finally by taxation and 
stiffer time payment terms, a lot 
of money is going to be diverted 


Arizona Dealers 
Fighting Against 
Car Bootlegging 


PHOENIX, Ariz.— Members of 
the Arizona Automobile Dealers 
Assn., through its executive com- 
mittee, have issued a bulletin con- 
demning the practice of bootleg- 
ging new cars. 

The situation is becoming alarm- 
ing in this area, the bulletin states, 
and copies of the bulletin have 
been sent to all car manufac- 
turers, Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. and National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. asking for their co- 
operation in controlling the prac- 
tice. 

Manufacturers have been asked 
to fill orders as they are received 
and not to overload any dealers 
with more cars than can be sold 
at a retail price, since this is be- 
lieved the main origin of the boot- 
legging practice. 

Particularly citing this critical 
period, the bulletin says “a short- 
age of new cars now threatens to 
cripple automotive retailing,” 
therefore it is vital to keep the 
price structure of new automobiles 
at a level to permit orderly retail- 
ing. 


le 


’ 


Wallace, 


Chrysler Sales division; 


Cayot, Omaha regional manager, and Wallace. 


resident 
handed 


Walter P. 


from car purchasing into U. S. 
government savings bonds. Think 
it over, Mister, at least to the ex- 
tent of setting up a reserve now 
for taxes on this year’s business, 
and remember taxes must be paid 
in cash, not with used cars and ac- 
counts receivable.’ 

“We think that is a fair sum- 
mary of recent news out of Wash- 
ington. Nobody there seems to take 
that initial cut of 21% percent for 
the Big Three and 15 percent for 
other passenger car manufacturers 
seriously except to emphasize 
‘initial.’ A total of 4,000,000 units 
for the 1942 model year is con- 
sidered much too high. Commen- 
tators casually refer to an ad- 
ditional 20 percent cut before long 
and in some high official quarters 
there seems to be a belief that new 
car production should be curtailed 
even more. Somebody may have 
been reviewing the report of the 
Withrow Commission!” 


Drafted Soldier 


Loses Decision in 


Finance Case 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—Possession of 
an automobile, the subject of the 
first replevin action in this district 
in which the United States de- 
fended a soldier, was awarded to 
the Commercial Investment Trust 
Corp. by City Judge Michael E. 
Zimmer. 

The judge ruled that the soldier, 
Frank J. Foresta, first-class priv- 
ate with the 174th Infantry at Ft. 
Dix, had no interest in the auto- 
mobile, and that any property 
rights therein were held only by 
the conditional vendee, Grace 
Foresta, 124 Royal Ave., the 
soldier’s wife. 

The court found that the auto- 
mobile was sold last September to 
Mrs. Foresta on her sole credit 
and representations although the 
husband also signed the conditional 
sales contract for the car, which 
was priced at $1,478. 

An allowance of $725 was given 
on a car turned in, leaving a bal- 
ance of $703. After one installment 
payment of $29.30, the Forestas de- 
faulted. Foresta was inducted 
Sept. 15, shortly after the contract 
was signed. 

Judge Zimmer ordered that the 
contract and all notes outstanding 
be canceled, which the financing 
corporation had previously agreed 
to do if the car were returned. 


Banks Suggest 
Credit Standards 


NEW YORK.—A set of standards 
for time sales financing was recom- 
mended last week by the consumer 
credit council of the American 
Bankers Assn. 

It proposes 33% percent down 
payments on new automobiles and 
used cars not older than three 
years with monthly payments 
limited to 18 months. On older 
used cars it recommends 40 per- 
cent down payments and monthly 
installments limited to 12. 

“These terms,’ the report de- 
clared, “will put installment lend- 
ing on consumer goods on a sound 
basis, which we believe to be im- 
portant at any time and especially 
important now.” 





Tire Dealers Urged 


To Help Save Rubber 
AKRON.—While the situation 
is not yet alarming, P. W. Litch- 
field, chairman of the board, in 
a letter to Goodyear dealers 
throughout the country, said 
their part in conserving our 
rubber supply is one of major 
importance. 

The big problem we are fac- 
ing today, he said, is getting a 
large enough supply in this 
country of crude rubber. Tire 
dealers can perform a real pa- 
triotic service, he said, by ad- 
vising their customers of the 
best ways to get additional 
| mileage from tires. 
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AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLATFORM 

o A continuing understanding between manufac- 
turer and dealer, and fair profits for both. 

An eventual profit for the dealer on every used 
vehicle handled. 

Better dealer service and lubrication facilities 
operated at a profit. 

No diversion of fuel taxes from their intended 
use in highway construction and maintenance. 
No government bureaucracy control of the auto- 
motive industry. 


DETROIT, MAY 26, 1941 


First, Be Sure of Your Facts 

a ae to take a crack at the automobile industry, 

,& even if one has to garble his facts, is the comment made 
since Raymond Clapper, syndicate columnist, shooting at 
OPM and its “slow-moving” methods, went off half-cock 
about the Ford Six. He declared that “many large industries 
have private tool-making facilities, so-called captive plants. 
These have not been pressed into service. Ford betas out a 
new six-cylinder model this year. That must have taken a 
good chunk of machine tool facilities that could have gone 
into providing the machines that are now needed for the 
sadly limping heavy bomber program.” 

So far as the Ford Six is concerned, this is a misstate- 
ment of facts. True, the Ford Six was announced last week, 
but so far as its production is concerned it can be safely 
said that it has not interfered in defense work through the 
diversion of machine tool facilities. The new job has been 
ready for at least nine months, all tooling completed long 
before that time, and it could have been put on the market 
at the New York national show in October had not policy 
at Dearborn held it up. It is not what might be called a new 
car model; it is a six-cylinder engine interchangeable on the 
V-8 chassis, but $15 cheaper. It’s like the Pontiac and Olds- 
mobile, which also use the interchangeable idea. 

There has been no secrecy about this; as a matter of fact 
it was in the public prints last October, so it might be asked 
why so nationally-famous a reporter as Raymond Clapper 
did not know about it. But then it is not to be wondered at, 
this disposition of commentators to use half-truths to make 
out the case they are trying to prove. Facts don’t mean 
much to them, evidently. It’s in line with this habit now- 
adays of making the automobile industry the goat. 


Flies in the Taxation Ointment 

S IN THE case of the car manufacturers, the dealers are 

accepting with good grace the pending curtailment of 
automobile production because of the defense program. They 
stand willing to cooperate with OPM, but they criticize the 
heavy excise taxes proposed by U. S. Price Chief Leon 
Henderson. Clare Cargile, president of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., put into words the thinking of the dealers 
when he appeared before the House ways and means com- 
mittee. Outstanding in his testimony was his reference to 
selective excise taxation, which he claims is “always dis- 
criminatory.” But he also emphasized that it might become 
necessary for Congress to amend the taxation measure, 
not once but possibly several times. Then when we get into 
the post-defense period dealers would have to wait until 
Congress could repeal the high excise tax in order to make 
normal production and selling possible. This would delay the 
resumption of normal selling, possibly for months, with 
great loss of business to the nation. 

Also worth the while of the ways and means committee 
to bear in mind is the Cargile objection to the proposed 
taxing of used car sales. Such a tax, he held, could not be 
looked upon to raise revenue, for it would lead used car 
owners into all sorts of devices to escape the tax and have 
a tendency to disrupt normal trading and sale of used cars. 
Obnoxious taxation of this sort would not permit of building 
up a backlog of purchasing power, and the automobile would 
have to bear the brunt of it all. 


Vancouver—F. H. Fullerton 
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WHAT Most of us are 
WILLTHE _asking but few are 
HARVEST BE? answering: “What 
lies ahead for your 
business and mine?” We are work- 
ing harder, getting more business 
and making more profit (?) but all 
of us realize that we must soon 
start “paying the piper.” This gi- 
gantic new industry called ‘“de- 
fense” is spreading prosperity by 
giving employment, with the nat- 
ural result that most of us feel 
as if we have had a shot-in-the- 
arm. How long can this go on? 
Well, when I was in England in 
1938 they were talking about the 
prosperity and employment which 
had been made possible by a 
step-up in the production of arms 
and munitions. Events of the past 
year and a half have proved that 
England must then have been doing 
only half as much as she should to 
prepare for the inevitable. The 
year before in Germany I had seen 
a prosperity which we now know 
was dependent entirely on an 
economy dependent upon building 
military equipment. Here was a 
country which had been bled dry 
of its resources during first World 
War which had literally lifted it- 
self by its boot-straps, at least 
from the outward signs of full 
employment and _ prosperity, in 
preparation for this war. We hate 
to think that men must build 
equipment with which to maim and 
kill each other in order to find 
happiness through prosperity, but 
when you look at the record it is 
hard to arrive at any other conclu- 
sion. 
s * 

So here we find our own United 
States which made little progress 
during recent years, grudgingly 
handing out doles or giving em- 
ployment at meager wages through 
WPA and other projects, now actu- 
ally borrowing the European plan 
for making prosperity and finding 
that it works over here just as it 
did over there! Could it be that 
it might actually be sound economy 
to build expensive equipment and 
precision machinery and then in- 
stead of ever using it for the pur- 
pose for which it is intended—to 
destroy property and kill humans— 
simply sink it in the oceans and go 
on building something else that 
required materials and labor and 
had to be paid for out of present 
or future taxation? I often wonder. 

s * *& 


A reader called to tell me he 
thought that when John Munn in 
his “Dealers Tell Me” column last 
week said “the cause of recent 
losses by dealers, in spite of big 
volume has been due largely to 
forced selling, influenced by the 
manufacturers to protect and in- 
crease their percentage of regis- 
trations,” he was going too far. 
“As a matter of fact,” this reader 
said, “dealers generally had a good 
year in 1940. The best in several 
and their profits for the first 
quarter of 1941 are much better 
than they were the first quarter 
last year!” Now I realize that I 
am getting my neck out and my 
nose into something that I know 
less about than most of my readers. 
And certainly less than does the 
conductor of our dealer column. 
The argument reminds me of the 
years I spent in the farm paper 
business when a good friend of 
mine succeeded in finding, in the 
early spring of each year, a clipping 
from some newspaper, in the fruit 
belt of Michigan, reporting that 
there would be “a_ scarcity of 
peaches because of a late frost.” 
In the fall he would send me, just 
as regularly, a market report 
alibi-ing “the low price being paid 
farmers because of a bumper peach 
crop!” 

* Ea ok 

I have been foolish enough to 
believe from indications here, that 
in a seller’s market, such as I 
believe we have been experiencing 
for many a moon now, the average 
automobile dealer was making 
more money and I have hoped 
would thus be able to correct 
many of the abuses which had 
grown up. So whether John Munn 
or our reader-critic is right, I will 
have to leave to you who really 
know what you are talking about. 

Not knowing what you are talk- 
ing about seems to be a columnist’s 
privilege these days!—G.MLS. 





Automotive News Cartoon by Ogg FitzGerald 


Another Tower of Babel 


In This Corner 


‘Valued Support....... 


The views expressed in this 





> 


column are those of our readers. 


Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 


be observed upon request. 





Valued 


Thank you for the favorable 
covering of our activities in Wash- 
ington and for the very much 
appreciated editorial (AN May 19). 

I am sure you know that I do 
value the support you are giving 
and know that, without it, my 
attempts would be far less effec- 
tive—L. Clare Cargile, president, 
National Automobile Dealers Assn., 
Texarkana, Ark. 


Appeal 

At the Motor Transport School, 
Holabird Quartermaster Depot, 
where we are training enlisted men 
in motor mechanics, we are in 
serious need of maintenance manu- 
als, tuneup charts, etc., for Dodge, 
Chevrolet and GMC trucks. 

Perhaps some of AUTOMOTIVE 
News’ dealer readers, who have ex- 
tra copies, would be willing to mail 
them to me.—Lieut. Paul E. Martin, 
Motor Transport School, Holabird 
Quartermaster Depot, Baltimore, 


Epitor’s Note: Mr. Martin, un- 
til recently when called to the 
colors, was executive secretary 
of the Akron District Automobile 
Dealers Assn. 


Come On, America 

I have just read “A Word in 
Edgewise” in the Apr. 28 issue. You 
took the words right out of my 
mouth. I say, when do we start! 

America should have been build- 
ing super-highways ever since 
1932, instead of spending money on 
useless luxuries. 

Come on America, let’s rise up 
and build the greatest chain of 
super-highways the world has ever 
known! We can do it! Let’s do it! 
Let’s start!—Herbert H. Brown, 
Silver Spring, Md. 


San Francisco 

New car sales in Northern Cali- 
fornia have been holding up about 
20 percent above the same period 
for last year. However, stocks on 
new cars at the present time, are 
almost three times what they were 
a year ago. This is_ probably 
brought on by the fact that the 
industry is manufacturing at the 
highest rate in its history. 

Used car stocks are also exceed- 
ingly high, with most dealers re- 


porting from 45 to 60 days’ stock 
on hand. However, the best selling 
season of the year is now at hand, 
and the next 90 days can make a 


decided improvement in the de- 
duction of both used and new car 
stock.—E. C. Dahlem, general man- 
ager, Wm. L. Hughson Co., Inc., 
San Francisco. 


Texas 

April new car sales in Texas 
were 16 percent below March, but 
the period January to May, 1941, 
reflects a gain of 30 percent over 
same period of 1940. 

Future market is definitely dis- 
counted through forcing new cars 
on market at drastically cut rates. 
There is absolutely no “character” 
left to the new car price structure. 
The business has degenerated to 
the basis of a “Persian rug ped- 
dler”—each deal on a cost-plus ba- 
sis at mighty little above first cost. 

New car inventories are gradual- 
ly being lowered. Immediate sales 
prospects are fair to good. 

Used car sales are dragging with 
inventories high. Sales prospects 
are seasonally fair—J. N. Mitchell, 
Central Motor Co., Waco, Tex. 


Years Age 


(... from Automotive News files) 





J Fifteen Years Ago 

Continental Motors of Detroit buys 
patents for the entire world of the 
single-sleeve Argyll engine, an English 
motor . . Charles F. Kettering an- 
nounces statistics showing that in 1925 
the average American workman built 
10 cars a year as against three-fourths 
of a car per man in Europe. 

* * >. 


Del Ten Years Ago 
William C. Durant takes over his 
former plant in Elizabeth, N. J., and 
will use it for warehouse and distribut- 
ing station of Durant Motors of Michi- 
Fare E. Chamberlain_ retires 
as general sales manager of Packard 
to become that company’s distributor 
in Buffalo. 
+ . + 
Five Years Ago 
New $2,500,000 assembly plant in Los 
Angeles opened by General Motors... 
Chrysler Corp. increases wages $6,000,- 
a year .. .. California ‘‘caravan”’ 
act held invalid by U. S. court. 
* + * 


_ One Year Ago 
Automobile industry girds its loins 


and prepares to do its part in the 
national defense program . . One- 
millionth Oldsmobile built since No- 
vember, 1933, comes off the line . . 


New ‘glased’’ lighting system intro- 
duced by General Electric. 
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Big Problem on Wall Street 


Is Industry’s Earning Power 


By Dana Stuart 
Wall St. Correspondent 

NEW YORK. — Listed securities 
of the automotive industry had to 
withstand in the past week or so 
the most unfavorable news yet 
encountered since the beginning of 
the defense program. Despite this, 
performance of motor stocks was 
at least as good as the stock market 
as a whole. 

This would indicate that the 
automotive securities have pretty 
well discounted the worst. Cer- 
tainly threats against the indus- 
try couldn’t have been much more 
drastic than they were and al- 
though it was the view of Wall 
Street that all the recommenda- 
tions of all-out taxation and cur- 
tailment of production of passenger 
vehicles would not be realized, the 
whole situation was just another 
indication of the inclination of 
government officials to look to this 
one industry to solve so many of 
its troubles. 

As far as the action of motor 
shares on the stock market is 
concerned, it appears that for the 
time being at least they are show- 
ing an underlying strength that 
was not present some weeks ago. 
Whether they have established a 
permanent bottom or not remains 
to be seen, this same thing applying 
to the stock market as a whole. 
The course of the war probably 
will have an important influence, 


as will the trend of this country’s | 


foreign policy. 
Earnings of course will be im- 


Mich. High Court 
Rules Out Strike 
Pay at Chrysler 


LANSING.— The state supreme 
court ruled by a 5-to-2 decision 
last week that unemployment com- 
pensation benefits should not be 
paid to 50,000 Chrysler employes 
who were thrown out of work 
temporarily by a labor dispute 
in 1939 in three of the corporation’s 
nine plants. 





The high court decided that the! 
taken | 


corporation’s nine plants, 
together, constituted the automo- 
tive “establishment” within the 
meaning of the law, and that ail 
employes were “interested,” within 
the meaning of the law, in the out- 
come of the controversy that cen- 


tered in the three particular plants. | 


This ruling, written by Justice 
Howard Wiest, overruled previous 
decisions and was the first of its 


kind in interpreting the job insur- | 


ance law and will serve as a 


precedent. 





Meanwhile attorneys for labor 
unions and for the Michigan Un- 
employment Compensation Com- 
mission are studying the decision 
with a view to appeal for a re- 
hearing in the state court or @ 
review by the United States Su- 
preme Court. 

Although the commission itself 
ruled against the Chrysler employes 
ineligible for benefits by a 3 to 1 
vote in November, 1939, it may 
decide to take an appeal. 


Vauxhall Motors Holds 
Profit Despite War 


LONDON. — (UTPS). — A full 
year of operation under war condi- 
tions has not affected the earnings 
of Vauxhall Motors adversely. Net 
profits are a little lower at £422,242, 
compared with £440,735, but the 





difference is more than accounted | 


for by the extra provision needed 
for taxation. 

The ordinary dividend is main- 
tained at 15 percent, and is again 
earned with a large margin, the 
surplus of practically £300,000 being 
added to the carry-forward, which | 
now totals £1,582,627, and represents | 


the company's reserve. 


Opens ial Plant 


conde menct. S. C.—International | 


a factory 


Harvester Co. 





ome a 
its truck division here. 
on who traveled this senree | 
mpany for many ye 
= a a the branch establish- 


ment. 








STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 


Previous Latest Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

SO UUNOEN. oc sidcveess 27.85 26.95 —0.10 29.43 
10 car-truck co.'s ... 28.28 27.28 -—-1.00 30.81 
10 parts-access. ..... 26.00 25.25 —0.75 23.45 
4tire-rubbers ...... 17.45 16.95 —0.50 17.70 





portant but it is impossible at this 
time to obtain any sort of reliable 
idea of how much money the in- 
dustry will be able to earn over 
the next few years. There is talk 
about all the defense orders, but 
on the other hand there is the 
apparent determination of the 
government to take what they can 
of profits derived from defense 
production. The inclination in Wall 
Street is to hang onto positions in 
motor shares already taken but 


investors for the most part are!has moved 





A UNIQUE representation of iitien- | 
ica’s national emblem is this ‘‘auto- 
motive eagle,’ constructed in _ its 
entirety from parts used in the 1941 
Chevrolet. Designed and constructed 
by L. G. Cassell, Chevrolet city man- 
ager of Westchester County, N. Y., 
the bird's body is a Chevrolet radiator 

grille; legs are fender streamliners; 
tail, iil lights; claws, door handles; 
wings, radiator louvers and bumper 
crossbar; neck, radiator ornaments; 
head, bumper guard; eye, parking 
light, and beak, door ‘handle. 


Company Moves 


DETROIT. — Hi M. Johnson, Inc., 
into its new factory at 


advised to use their own judgment | 3000 E. Jefferson and has transferred | 


as to when these commitments 
should be increased. _ 


oe - 7 nage: 


_ ‘the plant. _ 


offices and studios from the former 
location in the Boulevard Bldg. to 


Increases Net Protitson 
New Car Sales up to 30% 


Ve never heard of a change-over plan 
like this before . . . because nobody has 


it but Goodyear. 
The difference 


is that it was devised 


especially for car dealers... was tested and 
developed entirely in automobile show- 
rooms...it leaves nothing to chance...and 
you don’t risk a penny of your money! 


Does the plan work? Yes, it averages 
a sale to one out of every 3% new car buy- 
ers .. . and increases the net profits on 





LifeGuard—T. M. The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 


IN weal” 
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Rose Beats Shaw for Pole 
In Annual 500-Mile Race 


By Chester Ricker 
Technical Counsel 


INDIANAPOLIS.—In the initial 
qualifying rounds for the 500-Mile 
race here Memorial Day, Mauri 
Rose, driving an Elgin Piston Pin 
Special, wrested the pole position 
from Wilbur Shaw, three-time win- 
ner, and Rex Mays, last year’s 
pole holder. Rose averaged 128.691 
miles per hour, faster than the 
1940 record of 127.850 made by Rex 
Mays, but slower than Jimmy 
Snyder’s 130.138, made in 1939. 


The horsepower of the cars this 
year has been increased a great 
deal. Some of the cars are reputed 
to have 425 h.p. and it is quite 
evident, for several of them can 
spin their wheels as they ac- 
celerate when coming out of the 
‘turns at 100 to 110 m.p.h. 


_Speeds of 176 m.p.h. have already 


SS cee enennnee eran, em ramen Emer: 


been timed with stop watches. This 
includes acceleration and decelera- 
tion over the straightaways, so 
that it means actually greater 
speeds must be obtained some- 
where in between to give such a 
high average. 

Two of the Millers which quali- 
fied have rear engines and four- 
wheel drive. They are somewhat 
changed from last year but equally 
fast. 

Ralph Hepburn is driving one of 
the original Ford race cars with a 
new V-8 engine in it. He turned 
the track at an average speed of 
120.656 m.p.h. 


All three Boyle cars qualified, 
both the Miller entries, all three 
Bowes Seal Fast entries and both 
of Lou Moore’s cars, the Noc-Out 
Hose Clamp Specials. One of these 
cars won the race in 1938, when 
piloted by the late Floyd Roberts. 





every new car sale as much as 30%! 


Goodyear’s Proved Profit Plan is a change- 
over plan for selling LifeGuards and 
Double Eagle Tires... two of the greatest 
tire products in the world, with particular 
appeal to new car buyers. 


Why not try the plan? You can’t lose 
a cent...and you'll make plenty if you 
give it a trial. Get information about this 
new plan from your nearest Goodyear 
ates. or mail the coupon below. 


Cou upon 


Wr wie vd 


NAME 


STREET 


CITY 


iM“ *8 


R. S. WILSON, Vice President, 
§ tacesanpeisenestatnertonpemy. nc. Atven,6, q 


Please have your Proved Profit Plan representative 
call and give me complete details of your “‘change- 
over” tire program, that will enable me to increase 
net profits on my new car sales as much as 30%, 


STATE 
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LEGISLATION 


Ohio Dealers Well Satisfied with Legislative Action 


Uniform Traffic Code Set Up; 


Boost Speed Limit to 50 MPH 


COLUMBUS, O.—That the auto- 
mobile, both from the standpoint 
of the automobile dealer and the 
motorist as weil, ran the gamut 
of the 94th general assembly of the 
Ohio legislature and escaped legis- 
lation of a character objectionable 
to either is the opinion expressed 
by representatives of two state 
organizations that were directly 
interested. 

Verna P. Connors, executive 
secretary of the Ohio Automotive 
Assn. said that so far as the deal- 
ers were concerned the legislative 
program as enacted was quite sat- 
isfactory. She added that most, if 
not all, of the laws enacted having 
any relation to motor vehicles had 
the support of the association, and 
that the organization played a part 
in preventing such legislation that 
might have been objectionable. 


A measure sponsored by the as- 
sociation that passed was one 
changing the date when new auto- 


Title Lien Holds 
Power Over Buyer. 


Va. Court Rules 


NORFOLK, Va.—A decision 
handed down last week by Judge 
Allan R. Hanckel, in circuit court 
here holds that the lien on a deed 
of trust for an automobile, properly 
recorded on the certificate of title, 
is superior to the rights of a pur- 
chaser of the automobile from a 
used-car dealer, even though the 
car was on the showroom floor 
when sold. 

The decision was rendered in the 
ease of H. O. Nichols, as trustee 
for the Southern Bank of Norfolk, 
against Louis Zedd, who bought 
the automobile from the show- 
room floor despite the fact that 
the title certificate was not en- 
dorsed and assigned to him at the 
time of delivery. Zedd also did not 
apply immediately to the division 
of motor vehicles for issuance of 

a title in his name. 

In case proceedings, Zedd claimed 
that the Southern Bank of Nor- 
folk could not claim the benefit of 
its lien, since it allowed the car to 
remain on the dealer’s showroom 
floor with other cars in stock. 

Judge Hanckel held, however, 
that the lien of the deed of trust 
was valid, even as against a pur- 
chaser from the dealer, and, fur- 
ther, that the purchaser had failed 
to comply with the Virginia motor 


mobile license plates may be used 
from March 10 to March 1. 


Russell Lloyd, executive secre- 
tary of the Ohio State Automobile 
Assn., whose membership is made 
up of those who drive automobiles, 
added his word of satisfaction to 
the legislative program as enacted. 
According to both secretaries no 
detrimental bills related to motor 
vehicles reached the stage of pas- 
sage and most of those enacted 
should prove of real benefit and 
value. 


Among the outstanding measures 
enacted was the uniform traffic 
code which combines most of the 
essential features of many of the 
laws of this character in various 
states. One of the outstanding 
changes from the old laws was that 
increasing the speed limit from 45 
to 50 miles an hour. This bill also 
gives the state highway director to 
set apart when he may consider 
such action necessary, safety zones 
where the speed limit may be 
decreased or increased as the sit- 
uation may warrant. 

Another law of importance was 
the driver’s license bill which lim- 












































also provides that all new drivers 
shall be required to take an exam- 


license, as well as for all of those 
whose drivers license shall have 
expired six months prior to the 
enactment of the law. A very im- 
portant feature of the bill is that 
a board of 75 examiners was estab- 
lished to determine the qualifica- 
tions of the applicant for license. 

Some of the bills that died in 
committee were: to require the 
compulsory reporting of accidents; 
require the semi-annual inspection 
of all automobiles, and prohibit the 
operation of doubledeck automo- 
bile transports on the highways. 
Another defeated bill was one 
sponsored by the railroads to pro- 
hibit operation of heavy trucks 
and trailers on the highways on 
Sundays. 

No tax exemption measures re- 
lated to the automobile were 
enacted during the session. 


Drivers’ License Fee 


Boosted in Florida 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—The legis- 
lature completed action last week 
on an administration bill to in- 
crease the 50 cent driver’s license 
fee to one dollar, beginning Oct. 1, 
to provide $300,000 a year for a 
greatly increased state highway 


-———_____. 


its the age for those who may 
drive automobiles to 16 years. It 


ination before being granted a 










vehicle act in not demanding and 
receiving an endorsed certificate of 
title at the time of delivery, and 
in not at once applying for title in 
his own name. 


Fuel Bill Killed 


ST. LOUIS.—A bill, introduced in 
the Missouri legislature by Rep. Benny 
A. Rogers that would have increased 
the state gas tax from 2 cents to 4 
cents effective after Dec. 31, 1941, was 
virtually killed last week when the 
house committee on transportation re- 
Gecsed unfavorably on the measure. 

his report kills the bill unless the 
house should vote to override the 
committee, a rare procedure. 


patrol. Some 600,000 Florida motor- 
ists will pay the doubled fee, and 
the extra revenue will permit the 
present patrol of 60 men to be in- 
creased to a minimum of 120 and a 
maximum of 190. 

The higher fee was fought out in 
both houses of the legislature, but 
was approved by heavy majorities 
in each branch. The measure 
followed Gov. Holland’s recom- 
mendations, contained in his first 
address to the legislature. 


Pete Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 








GEORGE H. PRATT, center scated, Hudson general sales manager, is shown 


above extending congratulations to C. 
York territory, for the 
recent years. 
spamager Calhoun, 
United States 


and A. J. 


Smeraldo, retail salesman of East Orange, N. 


Motor Sales Corp., Jersey City. 


H. Calhoun, zone manager of the New 
greatest spring and early summer sales increase in 


Left to right, standing, N. 
Axelrod, prize-winning retail salesman from 


K. VanDerzee, Hiudson eastern sales 


Left to right, seated, Irvin 
‘J.; Pratt, and Harold Schinski, 


star retail salesman for Ed Van Ness Motor Co., Mt. View, N. J 





PACKARD’S new Clippers roll off the assembly line as the company doubles 
production over estimates made when the model was announced. Clipper 
production for this model year is now set at 16 600 cars. 


Ill. Wage-Hour Bill Killed; 
Dealers Fight Transport Ban 


CHICAGO.—House Bill 441, the 
Wage-Hour bill, has been killed in 
the Illinois legislature and _ its 
companion bill in the senate also 
has been tabled. 

Senate Bill 25, which in its 
original form practically made a 
labor union agreement an Illinois 
statute, has passed the senate and 
is coming up for second reading 
in the house. Two amendments 
have been presented by the house 
industrial affairs committee to im- 
prove the bill and simply make it 
a prohibition of requiring a re- 
fund of wages. 

Car dealers are being urged to 
oppose House Bill 438, which 
eliminates automobile transports 
from Illinois. The bill, a railroad 
measure, is designed to make a 
ring of anti-autotruck transport 
states around Michigan and Indi- 
ana, so that no transports can 
operate. The bill would increase 


Rubber Imports 
e a cz 
Decline in April 

WASHINGTON. — Imports of 
crude rubber into the United States 
in April, 1941 amounted to 63,305 
long tons compared with 87,123 
tons in March, 73,933 tons in Febru- 
ary, 1941, and 70,699 tons in April, 
1940, according to the U. S. de- 
partment of commerce. The decline 
in current imports is less than was 
anticipated earlier as a result of 
withdrawal of British vessels from 
the Pacific run. Higher imports are 
to be expected in the May-June 
period. 

The declared value per pound for 
April averaged 17.60 cents com- 
pared with 17.89 in March and 18.00 
in February, this decline contrast- 
ing with a sharp rise in New York 
average daily quotations from 22.12 
cents in March to 22.78 in April. 

Domestic reserve stocks of rub- 
ber held by the U. S. government, 
including rubber received in ex- 
change for cotton as well as stocks 
of the Rubber Reserve Co., in- 
creased from 163,602 tons at the 
end of March to 177,856 at the 
end of April, leaving March trade 
arrivals at 49,051 long tons. 


Missouri iri Speeds Action 


On Superhighway Bill 

ST. LOUIS.—The bill proposing 
the construction of a _ $48,000,000 
toll superhighway between St. 
Louis and Kansas City, to be 
financed out of revenue bonds, be- 
came near an actuality last week 
when the measure’ passed the 
state’s house of representatives by 
a 110 to 7 vote and has been sent 
to the senate for approval. 

The measure, sponsored by Rep. 
Roy Hamlin, would create a turn- 
pike commission to supervise the 
construction of a short line, four- 
lane highway connecting the state's 
largest cities, without intervening 
highway intersections. Little oppo- 
sition is _anticipated in the senate. 


Personnel Changes 


LOCKHAVEN, Pa. — General Arma- 
ture Corp. has announced the appoint- 
ment of two new sales representatives. 
William J. Mackert will cover New 
York and Northern Pennsylvania while 
S. Amoroso will cover New England 
states. 


freight costs, would make it incon- 
venient for many dealers to obtain 
cars, and since the railroads are 
having difficulty now in providing 
freight cars, would greatly slow up 
the delivery of automobiles. 


Senate Bills 385 (regulating in- 
stallment sales contracts) and 386 
(licensing finance companies) are 
considered not healthy for the 
trade or the public in their pres- 
ent form. 


House Bill 329 passed the house 
and is now on third reading in the 
senate. This bill prohibits com- 
panies from issuing purchase or- 
ders for buying anything at whole- 
sale for the personal use of em- 
jon Dealers are supporting this 

i 


Senate Bill 421 would enable 
cities and villages to tax, license, 
regulate and direct the location of 
all places of business of pur- 
chasers, traders and dealers in 
used, or second-hand motor ve- 
hicles, etc., etc. This bill, if passed, 
would enable the city of Chicago, 
as well as all municipalities and 
villages, to license automobile deal- 
ers, which they cannot do at the 
present time. (Senate Bill 438 will 
do the same thing for townships). 
421 was recommended out with a 
Do Pass by the committee on mu- 
nicipalities and is now on third 
reading. Dealers are strongly op- 
posed to this bill. 

Senate Bill 113 and House Bill 
536 provide that the Illinois Occu- 
pation Tax is to be 2 percent on 
98 percent of gross receipts, there- 
by enabling you to deduct 2 per- 
= to cover your administration 
costs. 


Ontario Gets Tough 
On Tire Rebuilding 


TORONTO.—Rebuilding of truck, 
bus and passenger tires in Ontario 
is now forbidden unless such tires 
carry half-inch high letters clearly 
indicating that they have been re- 
built, an amendment to the On- 
tario Highway Traffic Amendment 
act passed by the Ontario legisla- 
ture, now in session, rules. 

“Rebuilding,” according to the 
amendment, means the imposing 
of a new tread on a used tire, or 
the altering of an old tread so that 
it will resemble a new tire. 


Anti-Strike Bill 
Is Passed by 
e e 
Michigan House 

LANSING. —- Michigan house of 
representatives last week passed 
the antistrike bill requiring a 51 
percent vote of all workers in a 
plant to authorize a legal walkout, 
53 to 43. 

The antistrike bill provides that 
a strike may not be called until 
(1) 51 percent of all the employes 
in a plant, union and nonunion, 
in all occupations and crafts, vote 
for it at an election to be held by 
the State Labor Mediation Board, 
and (2) the state board has had 
30 days to mediate. An exception, 
slipped in at the last minute, per- 
mits building-trades workers to 
strike after five-day notice. 


Increased Taxes 


Studied in Florida 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Gov. 
Holland last week set a money- 
raising keynote for the final three 
weeks of the 1941 legislature which 
included recommendations for 
more expensive license tags for 
300,000 Florida automobiles. Com- 
ment from the legislators ranged 
from enthusiastic support to 
cautious promises that the pro- 
posals would be carefully studied 
before adjournment. Some pointed 
opposition was expressed to the 
higher auto tag fees. 

The governor proposed that most 
low-priced cars pay $15 instead of 
$10 a year for their license tags, 
leaving a few old models and the 
Willys in the $10 class and Model 
T’s and Austins in the $5 class. 
This would raise $1,500,000 to re- 
place part of what public schools 
would lose from abolition of state 
real estate taxes and repeal of 
gross receipts taxation. 

Another proposal set forth by 
the governor was that a new tax 
on heavier trucks and trailers, just 
enacted into law over a veto by 
former Gov. Cone, be amended to 
turn its $425,000 of revenue into 
the fund for aid to dependent chil- 
dren and the blind. 








Dealers Honored 


In Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA. — Charles L. 
Jacobson, vice-president in charge 
of sales of Chrysler Sales division, 
last week presented loving cups 
to 13 Philadelphia city dealers for 
their outstanding sales achieve- 
ments in 1940. 


Arthur E. Tongue, director of 
advertising, also represented the 
Chrysler factory at the gathering. 
Harold F. Keogan, Philadelphia 
regional manager, was in charge 
of the affair. 

Dealers receiving the cups were 
Alexander Allan’s Sons, Bender 
Motor Sales, Bush Motor Co., Elev- 
enth Street Motor Co., Germantown 
Motor Sales Co., George Gorson, 
Hexter Motors, William T. Jones, 
Keystone Auto Sales, Pat O’Brien, 
Quaker City Motors, Sentman Mo- 
tor Co., and Targan Motor Co. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 





DAN 
congratulating T. 


GARRICK, Chicago 
a. Morrissey, sales manager of the Ray O’Connei Motor Co. ‘ 
upon the delivery of a fleet of Chevrolet panel trucks to Curtis candy jobbers 
in various parts of the country. 
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n $200,000,000 to be Spent by U.S. for Machine-Tools 


New Contracts Also Given 


For 4 Synthetic Rubber Plants 


WASHINGTON, — An allotment 
of $200,000,000 for the purchase of 
machine-tools to equip national de- 
fense industries was announced 
lat week by Jesse Jones, federal 
loan administrator. 

The tool program was the larg- 
est of several defense projects an- 
nounced by Jones, including con- 
tracts to build four synthetic rub- 
ber plants. 

The three Akron plants will be 
leased to and operated by, respec- 
tively, the Goodyear Tire and Rub- 
ber Co., Hydro-Carbon Chemical 
and Rubber Co. (subsidiary of B. 
F. Goodrich), and Firestone Tire 
and Rubber Co. The Connecticut 
plant will be operated by the 
United States Rubber Co. 

The RFC also, Jones said, is 
buying $63,000,000 worth of alumi- 
num from the Aluminum Co. of 
Canada, as part of joint Canadian- 
United States defense and British- 
aid plans. 

The Export-Import Bank, an- 
other federal loan agency, is buy- 
ing $12,000,000 worth of strategic 
metals, rubber and industrial dia- 
monds from Brazil. 

The machine tool, Jones said, 
will be bought at the request of 
William S. Knudsen, director of 


U. S. Takes Over 
Control of Nickel: 
Car Plants Ready 


DETROIT —Acting to curtail 
sharply the amount of metal being 
used for civilian purposes, the U.S. 
government last week took over 


























the Office of Production Manage- 
ment. 

They will be bought by the De- 
fense Plant Corp., an RFC subsid- 
lary, and either leased or sold to 
defense industries needing them on 
government contracts. 

Jones explained that the huge 
orders were intended to give manu- 
facturers of machine tools a “large 
backlog of orders” so that they 
could plan increased production of 
this vital equipment. 


Strike Ends : 


DEPEW, N. Y.—The strike at Gould 
division of the National Battery Corp. 
here has been settled. Workers re- 
turned to their jobs with the signing 
of a contract by the management and 
the UAW-CIO calling for a 10-cent 
hourly wage increase and recognition 
of the UAW as_ bargaining agency 

pending a consent election to_be held 
as quickly as possible by the National 
Labor Relations Board.” 





complete control of all nickel 
supplies. 

Nickel is in great demand for 
the defense program, principally 
for use in production of alloy 
steels. 


E. R. Stettinius jr., defense di- 
rector of priorities, announced the 
new plan for allocation of nickel 
and said that it would take the 
place of the system of issuing pri- 
orities, or preference ratings, which 
has been in effect since March. 


The OPM priorities division here- 
after will make allocations each 
month of all available supplies of 
nickel. 

Stettinius said that the new pro- 
cedure did not include any sched- 
ule of preference ratings for ci- 
vilian uses, but that some alloca- 
tions would be made for them “on 
a restricted basis” in order to pre- 
vent serious dislocations in estab- 
lished manufacturing plants and to 
prevent sudden unemployment. 

Officials estimate that the short- 
age for all civilian and military 
needs during 1941 probably will 
amount to 45,000,000 pounds. 

Automobile makers already have 
undertaken substitutes for nickel, 
the list including a wide variety of 
standard steels. In some cases of 
high nickel alloys, those with a 
lesser amount of nickel, together 
with such other alloying elements 
as molybdenum, chromium and 
vanadium are suggested. In other 
instances nickel might be entirely 
replaced by other elements. 


Defense Order 


HENDERSON, N. C. —,Corbitt Co. 
here has just received a $730,000 gov. 
ernment contract for trucks equippe< 
with winches and cargo bodies. 





Pete Wemhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 









Reynolds Plant Begins 


Output of Aluminum 

NEW YORK. — Production of 
aluminum is ready to start at 
the new Lister (Ala.) plant of 
the Reynolds Metal Co. it was 
announced last week by R. S. 
Reynolds, president. — ; 

This marks production of this 
essential metal, Reynolds said, 
within a day less than six 
months after the ground was 
broken for the factory. I he first 
work on the site began Nov. 20, 
1940. 
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N° other cars have all the brilliant new style features 
the 1941 Unisteel Turret Top Body by Fisher provides. 
Some of these features are shown in the panel on the right 
as they apply to the Pontiac Torpedo Streamliner Eight Sedan. 
And even from this partial list, it’s evident that no new 
styling job was ever more complete. Every detail has been 
made to conform with the new, more advanced streamlining 
of the entire body —from windshield to trunk back and roof 
to floor. So naturally, the word’s going round that “Body by 
Fisher is °41’s guide to better value”— which leads you, of 


course, to a General Motors ear. 


“It's Another Big Year for Pontiac” 
certainly, ts its new Body by Fisher, pictured here on 
the 1941 Pontiac Torpedo Streamliner 8 Sedan, Sleeker 
vet roomier than ever, it has foam rubber seat pads, a 
larger luggage compartment, a 2'4" wider front seat. 







OLDSMOBILE ¢ 


. 
et 


ey 





THIS PHOTO shows the “‘charcoalgaz aggregate’? mounted on the Studebaker 
Commander in which Ivar Skeppstedt won Sweden’s famous Uppland Race. 
Due to gasoline shortages, substitutes are used widely in the Scandinavian 
countries. According to reliable estimates, one-fifth of the privately owned 
motor vehicles in Finland are equipped with charcoal burners. 


of B. F. Goodrich Co., it is announced 
by E. R. Bell, department manager. 


Hopkins Vice Snyder 


AKRON.—K. E. Hopkins has been| Hopkins succeeds R. F. Snyder, who 
named sales promotion manager of|has become sales manager of Chek- 
the automotive accessories department | Chart Corp. 


window 


and a hig, reason, 


ON GENERAL MOTORS CARS ONLY: 
BUICK e« CADILLAC 


1. New “‘Flair-flow” stream- 


2. Longer, wider, lower body 


3.New slip-streamed slant 
to windshield 


4.New double-curved back 


5. Concealed running boards 
and door hinges 


6. Streamlined door handles 
aligned with belt molding 


7.Doors hinged at front for 
greater safety 


8. Wider door entrances 


U.S. Grants Funds 


For Expansion at 


Packard, Fisher 


DETROIT. — Defense Plants 
Corp. has completed a lease agree- 
ment with Packard, which will 
represent an additional commit- 
ment of $1,150,000 to previously 
authorized facilities of $9,183,333. 
The new agreement was made at 
the request of the Navy to provide 
for marine manufacture and for 
spare parts production. 

A similar agreement was en- 
tered into by the DPC with the 
Fisher Body division of General 
Motors for the construction of a 
plant at Memphis, which will en- 
gage in the manufacture of air- 
craft sub-assemblies and other 
parts and accessories for aircraft. 
Cost of the expansion for this ad- 
dition will be $3,957,029. Approxi- 
mately $2,985,914 will be used for 
purchase of land and buildings and 
$1,271,115 for machinery and equip- 
ment. 
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Ford to Undertake Complete Assembly of Bombers 


Contract Calls For Expansion 


At New Ypsilanti Factory 


WASHINGTON.—Complete_ con- 
struction of Army bombers will be 
undertaken by the Ford Motor Co 
at its new Ypsilanti plant now un- 
der construction, William S. Knud- 
sen, director general of the Office 
of Production Management, an- 
nounced last week. 

When the contract is awarded it 
will be the first of its kind given 
to anyone in the automotive indus- 


Defense Supplies 
Rating Plan To 


Aid Producers 


WASHINGTON. — New priorities 
plan for speeding defense produc- 
tion, designed to give specified 
manufacturers of “off - the - shelf” 
supplies a preference rating for the 
acquisition of scarce materials 
entering into defense work, has 
been announced by E. R. Stettinius 
jr., director of priorities. New 
method is known as Defense Sup- 
plies Rating Plan. 

Manufacturers who are granted 
use of the plan will estimate pro- 
portion of their total production 
which goes into identifiable defense 
channels and then will be given an 
A-10 rating for scarce supplies 
they must have to meet that de- 
fense demand for their products. 

Thus a plant which is engaged 
60 percent in defense and 40 per- 
cent in non-defense work may get 
an A-10 rating which will apply 
to deliveries of scarce materials 
flowing into its defense orders. 

The plan is designed primarily 
as a solution to problem of those 
producers who do an “off-the-shelf” 
business, calling for immediate de- 
liveries. Such producers will be 
assisted by this plan in maintain- 
ing a steady flow of necessary 
materials which they will use in 
the production of defense items. 


Advocates U. S. Control 
Over Petroleum Industry 


NEW YORK, — The immediate 
government regulation of the entire 
petroleum industry as a public util- 
ity is urged by Dr. William Beard, 
assistant professor of political 
science at the University of Wis- 
consin, in a study, “Regulation of 
Pipe Lines as Common Carriers,” 
just released by the Columbia Uni- 
versity Press. 

“During critical times the petro- 
leum industry bears such a vital 
relationship to national defense as 
to justify rather drastic regulation 
of it in behalf of better national 
efficiency,” Dr. Beard, son of 
Charles A. Beard, American his- 
torian, declares. 


Additional Changes Made 


By Olds for Defense Work 

DETROIT. — Further changes 
and promotions in management 
personnel assigned to defense work 
at the Olds Motor Works, were 
announced last week by S. E. Skin- 
ner, general manager. 

Maynard T. Murray, formerly 
manager of the Olds exhibit and 
display department, is to be assist- 
ant manager of the new gun divi- 
sion. Also in this division will be 
John Coleman as production engi- 
neer, and Philip Monaghan, meth- 
ods engineer. 


“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 


try. Previous contracts of the Ford 
company call for parts for Douglas 
and Consolidated bombers to be 
assembled in plants at Tulsa, Okla., 
and Fort Worth, Tex., now being 
erected. 


In addition to the Ford company, 
Knudsen said, letters of intent had 
gone also to three aircraft plants 
—Boeing, at Seattle; Lockheed, at 
Burbank, Calif., and Douglas, at 
Santa Monica. Knudsen declined 
to say how many bombers would 
be called for in these contracts. 


Knudsen said that the new con- 
tracts would mark the beginning 
of the new aircraft program under 
which he hopes to have 1,200 four- 
motored bombers for the Army by 
the fall of 1942. Expansion of the 
program for 2,400 two - engined 
bombers also is contemplated, the 
OPM chieftain said. 

Knudsen served notice on the 
companies in advance of the actual 
signing of the contracts so they 
could proceed on plant expansion. 
Red tape frequently delays the 
actual contract after approval is 
given by OPM. 


Industrial Tape 
Opens New Plant 


NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.—The 
new plant of Industrial Tape Co., 
a subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson, 
was formally opened last week with 
a press party attended by the edi- 
tors of the leading industrial pub- 
lications. 

The factory is modern in archi- 
tecture, with a floor area of 58,456 
square feet. In it are manufactured 
four types of tape for industrial 
use. 

The automobile industry is a big 
customer, for it really was re- 
sponsible for the creation of the 
company. In 1928 a drug store in 
Detroit began to place immense 
orders for surgical adhesive tape. 
Inquiry showed that the automo- 
bile factories were buying it for 
use in masking off one section of a 
car while another section was 
spray-painted in different color. 
Since surgical tape was costly for 
such a purpose, a cheaper type was 
manufactured. From that, demands 
grew up from all manner of indus- 
tries. 


Industry Is Warned 
Of Rejected Draftees 


PONTIAC.—Industry is facing 
a serious problem when it begins 
to carry on with older men and 
rejected draftees, Dr. Kenneth 
E. Markuson, director of the 
Michigan bureau of industrial 
hygiene, declared last week at 
the formal opening of the new 
medical building at Pontiac Mo- 
tor division. 


“Your greatest problem will 
not be 


increased production, 
material shortages or strikes 
but the need for more and more 
manpower,” Markuson said. 
“Young men have been drafted 
and industry must fall back on 
older workers and the rejects 
of the Selective Service act. In 
fairness to all, these new men 
should be given as stiff a phys- 
ical examination as the Army 
gives. This should be made be- 
fore employment because these 
men are defective and should 
be placed where their defects 
are not a menace.” 








AILERON ASSEMBLY line in the Aircraft division of Hudson Motor Car 
Co. The ailerons are for the Republic Aviation Corp. 





THE REAR GUNNER of the Martin bombers are also protected by Plexiglas 
enclosures, which can be revolved mechanically to train multiple machine guns 
at planes attacking from the rear. Resembling the dome of an astronomical 
observatory, the enclosure is designed to permit the swinging of the guns like 


observatory telescopes in any direction. In World 


War I, rear gunners were 


unprotected, but high altitude flying at five or six miles a minute necessitated 
the Plexiglas enclosures. These higher speeds also required that the enclosures 


be power operated so that guns could 
stream flowing past the fuselage. 


be accurately aimed in the terrific air- 


Packard Expands Training 
Of its Defense Workers 


DETROIT. — Packard's defense 
training programs offer an inter- 
esting insight to the problems of 
heavy industry in the schooling of 
thousands of men who will man 
the new defense machines when 
the production period is reached 
later in the summer. 


Packard’s training needs embrace 
the necessity of preparing men for 
two major defense jobs in addition 
to the problems of _ specialized 
training for enlisted personnel of 
the U. S. Navy and the Royal 
Canadian Navy. 


Packard’s initial defense assign- 
ment was the construction of an 
order of 700 marine engines for 
boats coming out of a design com- 
petition authorized by the U. S. 
Navy. Packard’s marine engines are 
built to power this fleet of swift 
torpedo boats now seeing service 
out of American Naval bases. Es- 
sentially an aircraft engine, the 
Packard marine requires a type 
of mechanical skill equivalent to 
that used in the construction of 
aircraft motors. 


To obtain personnel for a defense 
assignment that has been in pro- 
duction for more than a year, 
Packard drew first on its own 
mechanics engaged in the construc- 
tion of Packard automotive en- 
gines. When the marine engine 
program was well under way, 
Packard was asked by the Navy 
to instigate a training program for 
the enlisted personnel necessary in 
the operation of the marine en- 
gines in active service. 


For this purpose Packard organ- 
ized a marine training school under 
the supervision of Paul Dumas 
and Felix Kummer. Under the di- 
rection of these Packard execu- 
tives, a training program was 
worked out which included a 
three weeks textbook course, a 
minute study of the engines them- 
selves and a final written examina- 
tion designed to assure a thorough 
working knowledge in the opera- 
tion of the marine engine. To date 
more than a hundred men have 
graduated from the Packard 
marine training school to active 
service on torpedo boats. In addi- 
tion, a large Canadian class has 
been graduated to service in sim- 
ilar boats for their own country. 

In September of 1940, Packard 
signed contracts to produce 9,000 
Rolls-Royce engines for delivery to 
the U. S. and Great Britain. These 
are duplicates of the engines now 
used to power the Spitfire and 
Hurricane fighting ships operating 
daily in defense of England. With 
the signing of this contract, Pack- 
ard immediately began another 
training program designed to pre- 
pare key men for supervisory posi- 
tions when the Rolls-Royce pro- 
gram will come into production. 

Because of its similarity to avia- 
tion construction, Packard utilized 


its marine program as a training 
ground for Packard men _ who 
might later transfer to Rolls-Royce. 
Picked men _ selected from the 
Packard automotive ranks were 
transferred to the marine division 
for a period of training varying 
from three to six weeks. When the 
installation of machinery and facil- 
ities for the Rolls-Royce program 
had advanced sufficiently these 
men were transferred on to their 
new divisions where they began 
to work directly on Rolls-Royce 
assignments of pre-productive na- 
ture. While not to be classified as 
a general training program, this 
plan has at least provided a large 
number of men for key positions. 


With the task of new factory 
construction completed and the in- 
stallation of Rolls-Royce machin- 
ery well under way, Packard plans 
a new training program designed 
to obtain and train a high per- 
centage of the 17,000 men antici- 
pated as necessary to staff the 
Rolls-Royce assignment. 


In order to carry out this larger 
program, Packard has decided to 
train and utilize skilled instructors 
in every Rolls-Royce division hav- 
ing more than 40 men. Over a 60- 
day period it will be the duty of 
these instructors to train and 
supervise green men and to up- 
grade them as rapidly as possible. 
New men will be fed constantly 
into the training program as oth- 
ers are trained and _ up-graded. 
General personnel selected from the 
Rolls-Royce program will receive 
a short oral examination together 
with a visual study of machines 
and operations necessary in the 
Rolls job. 


The training program, as de- 
signed by Personnel Director Clar- 
ence Weiss, will provide a wide 
working base where new men can 
serve in productive jobs while re- 
ceiving their training. In Rolls de- 
partments having less than 40 men, 
Weiss plans to utilize his foremen 
as instructors. The expanded train- 
ing program is expected to get 
under way immediately. 
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eo 8 Nash to Build 


Propellers For 


Large Planes 


DETROIT. Nash - Kelvinator 
Corp. will manufacture propellers 
and propeller hubs in Lansing, 
Mich., for both arms of the air 
service, company officials made 
known last week. 

Defense Plant Corp. of the gov- 
ernment has acquired a large unit 
of the Reo Motor Car Co. factory 
at Lansing for this purpose, and 
Nash-Kelvinator has been selected 
to operate the plant, it was said. 

Between 2,000 and 3,000 employes 
will be needed when the propeller 
plant is placed in full operation. 

Complete propeller assemblies of 
a recently designed type to power 
the large planes of the Army and 
Navy will be produced. They will 
be Hamilton Standard propellers, 
and Nash- Kelvinator will make 
them under license from United 
Air Craft Corp., owners of Hamil- 
ton Standard Co. 

High precision machines and 
craftsmanship are required to pro- 
duce the assemblies, and so most 
of the employes who will work 
with Nash- Kelvinator production 
engineers will be highly skilled 
mechanics. 

The Reo property is located east 
of Cedar St. in Lansing and has 
400,000 square feet of manufactur- 
ing space. It will be rehabilitated 
under supervision of Nash-Kelvi- 
nator production men. This work 
will start immediately. 


API to Study 
Fuel Supplies 


NEW YORK.—In response to an 
Office of Production Management 
request, American Petroleum Insti- 
tute has appointed a fact-finding 
committee of 22 oil men to study 
the problem of adequate supplies 
of petroleum products for the 
heavy consuming areas of the east 
coast, because of the diversion of 
25 tankers to British service and 
probable transfer of others. 

It was announced that the com- 
mittee had been asked by the OPM 
to make promptly an inventory of 
all available transportation facili- 
ties on the east coast and to ascer- 
tain the extent to which they now 
are being used and what can be 
done to increase them and their 
use. 

It is expected that, by getting a 
full picture of the situation, indi- 
vidual companies will be encour- 
aged to take prompt action to help 
meet it and to avert a _ possible 
shortage of supplies caused not by 
inadequacy of supply but by a 


transportation bottleneck. 
* 7 * 


Socony to Use 


Coal for Heating 

NEW YORK, — Socony-Vacuum 
Oil Co.’s office building at 26 
Broadway, built with the oil mil- 
lions of the late John D. Rocke- 
feller sr., is to be heated by coal 
instead of oil in the future, as a 
gesture of cooperation with the 
national defense program and the 
immediate need for releasing 
coastal oil tankers for transatlantic 
service. 

The shift will reduce the demand 
for heavy fuel oil in the city by 
about 12,000 barrels a year and is 
being done purely as “a patriotic 
gesture,” since the use of coal will 
increase the company’s fuel bill 
considerably. 


EXTERIOR VIEW of the new plant ial T Cc . at New 
Brunswick, N, J., formally opened Lea maieeies oe 


a 


EY 


= 


@tweseSeaoaEBr- 


e- 


> ow 


SE TRUCKS AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 26, 1941 (501)—9 


rs fital Role of Trucks in Defense Cited to OPM 
further Output Cut Held 


r Peril to U.S. Transportation 


nes DETROIT.—Although emphasiz- 
«that defense comes first, truck 





Bus Companies 
Feeling Effect Of 


Defense Program 
BALTIMORE. — An instance of 


presented does not include move- 
ment of food stuffs, clothing and 
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AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS—Tap the fertile retail-delivery truck market with the new Inter- 
nationals with Metro Bodies—handsome, streamlined units with eye-appeal for your prospects 
and their customers. The International Truck franchise has many such advantages! 
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ctur- iently by motor trucks. 
tated Sa oe percent of outgoing 
‘elvi- tonnage of plants producing de- 


work _¢nse material is moved by trucks. 
410 percent increase is anticipated 
within the next six months. 

y This indicates that trucks are 

c handling an even greater pro- 

@S  vrtion of the defense traffic than 
of normal traffic. 


oO an : 
nent 5 Until a more comprehensive and 
nsti- impartial review is made to de- 


ding ‘ermine the adequacy of existing 
tudy ‘ansportation facilities to meet 
plies the defense requirements, severing 
the of the supply line may have an 
east ‘dverse effect on transportation 
n of _ for defense through lack of enough 
and facilities. 

While data show a substantial 
om- portion of truck output used 
PM for defense purposes, this is not 
y of the complete picture of the func- 
cili- tions of trucks in facilitating the 
a defense program since the data 
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yy ~—_ LANSING.—House bill 344, which 
a proposes an increase on tandem 
axles from 13,000 to 16,000 pounds, 
has been sent back to the house 
roads and bridges committee here 
for further consideration. It was 
felt that additional study was 
um necessary because of the increase 


26 in gross weight that such a bill 
sil- would allow, since Michigan has 
re- no gross-weight limitations. 

pal The provision in house bill 306, 
a which made it necessary for fuel 
haulers carrying more than 1,200 
he gallons to have two men in the 
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less time. They handle freely in traffic, park quickly 
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Army is Coping with Its Motor Transport Problem 
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Quartermaster Corps Sets 


Divisions to Handle Task| _ — 


Epitor’s Note: The following 
article on the U. 8. Army’s de- 
velopment of motor transport 
equipment and organization, was 
prepared by the Quartermaster 
General’s office: 


WASHINGTON.—Probably the 
biggest job ever given to anybody 
in this country, in the procure- 
ment and maintenance of motor 
vehicles, has been assigned to the 
Quartermaster Corps of the U. S. 
Army under the National Defense 
program. 

About two years ago, the number 
of Quartermaster motor vehicles in 
use by the Army was about 14,000. 
More than 20 times that number 
will be required to provide ade- 
quate transportation facilities for 
the movement of troops, supplies 
and weapons for the great Army 
now being developed. 

General - purpose vehicles are used 
for the transportation of cargoes, 
ammunition, personnel and equip- 
ment, and for towing trailers, guns 
and other wheeled equipment. The 
design, development, procurement 
and issue of this type of motor 
vehicles is the duty of the Quarter- 
master Corps, although the medi- 
cal department of the Army co- 
operates in the design of ambu- 
lances. 

Combat types of vehicles include 
armored units for use in recon- 
naissance and for carrying troops. 
These are designed and procured 
by the Ordnance department of the 
War department; some _ special 
equipment may be installed in 
them by the arms or service units 
to which they are assigned. 

Special equipment vehicles in- 
clude wrecking trucks, shop trucks 
and others designed for use in a 
special service. These vehicles are 
designed by the Army unit which 
will use them but they are pro- 
cured through the Quartermaster 
Corps. 

For all of these types of motor 
transport units used by the Army, 
except combat units, the Quarter- 
master Corps has designed and de- 
veloped standard chassis types 
which are used wherever possible. 

Army vehicles which require spe- 
cial chassis design include tanks 
and special trailers for the trans- 
portation of unusual equipment. 
Special accessory trailers are de- 
signed by the Army unit which is 
to use them; all other vehicles of 
this type are designed and pro- 
cured by the Quartermaster Corps. 


The purpose of the motor trans- 
port activities of the Quarter- 
master Corps is to expedite the 
movement of troops, weapons and 
supplies for the Army. To carry 
out the great task of maintaining 
motor vehicles, there are Quarter- 
master maintenance units and mo- 
bile Quartermaster motor depots, 
and seven base motor supply de- 
pots throughout the country. Base 


Music to their Ears-- 


Money for You 


When gasoline attendants from one end of 
the country to the other hear the VENT 
ALARM whistle coming from a gas tank, 
they start whistling, too. For VENTALARM 
equipped gas tanks speed up his job, signal 
when the tank is full, prevent spills and 
kicks. That’s why gasoline attendants plug 
for VENTALARM equipped cars. You can 
sell more cars, make more money by simply 
installing VENTALARM in the gasoline tank 
of your car. Write for the facts. 


aia VWENTALARM 


| aaa 
SCULLY SIGNAL COMPANY 


9! FIRST ST. CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 





depots are located at Schenectady, 
Baltimore, Atlanta, San Antonio, 
Fort Wayne, Mich., Fort Crook, 
Neb., and Emeryville, Calif. 


From these depots, motor repair 
parts, supplies, tools and equipment 
are furnished for all Army or- 
ganizations which operate general 
purpose motor vehicles, and also 
for light and heavy maintenance 
companies of the Quartermaster 
Corps, which are responsible for 
major repairs, replacements and 
general overhauling of Army cars 
and trucks. 

Most of the trucks and cars pur- 
chased by the Quartermaster Corps 
are operated by enlisted men of 
the Army organization to which 
the vehicles have been assigned. 
But the Quartermaster Corps op- 
erates many truck companies of 
its own, and cooperates with other 
Army units in a widespread train- 
ing program. Under this plan of- 
ficers and enlisted men from all 
arms and services of the Army 
receive technical training in the 
proper operation and maintenance 
of motor vehicles. 


Training schools are now 
operation at the Holabird Quarter- 


master depot in Baltimore, and at]: 


the Normoyle depot in San An- 


tonio. At these two schools about]; 


1,700 officers and enlisted men are 
now being instructed in motor ve- 
hicle maintenance technique. New 
schools have been opened at the 
Quartermaster Corps replacement 
centers at Camp Lee, Va., and Fort 
Francis E. Warren, Wyo., to help 
provide automotive mechanics to 
take care of the vast fleet of trucks 
which the Army will have in serv- 
ice. 

In addition to these Army train- 
ing schools, several automotive 
manufacturing concerns have made 
available to the Army their fa- 
cilities for giving selected officers 
and enlisted men training and ex- 
perience in highly specialized types 
of automotive maintenance work. 

To carry out this gigantic task, 
the motor transport functions of 
the Quartermaster Corps have been 
divided into four parts—procure- 
ment, supply, maintenance and 
training. 

The procurement task is to pur- 
chase all the general purpose and 
some of the special purpose motor 
vehicles required by the Army, and 
the supplies, equipment and spare 
parts needed to service them; to 
have this material delivered at the 
proper places, at the right time. In 
meeting supply needs, plans must 
be made to have sufficient quan- 
tities of spare parts and other ma- 
terials at the supply depots and 
ready for issue to the Army in the 
field whenever needed. In main- 
tenance work, the task includes 
not only the serving of all the 
Army’s general purpose motor ve- 
hicles with all major repair and 
replacement parts and many small- 
er ones, but the proper tools and 
shop equipment for all mainte- 
nance work must be selected and 
provided in sufficient quantities 
and at the proper time to meet all 
service requirements. 


To meet the unusually heavy de- 
mands placed upon motor vehicles 
by military service, the Quarter- 
master Corps has made a number 
of important changes in automo- 
tive design and technique. An espe- 
cially important one is the adop- 
tion of the all-wheel drive for all 
tactical vehicles used by the Army. 
In a theater of operations, Army 
vehicles must follow the combat 
units, wherever they go, and so 
must be able to leave established 
roads and make normally impos- 
sible cross-country trips. The use 
of all-wheel drive trucks makes 
this possible. 

An unusually high degree of 
standardization has been developed. 
In the present program there are 
only a few standard truck chassis, 
%-ton, 1%-ton, 2%-ton, 4-ton and 
a few heavier types. For special 
tractor purposes, 1'%-ton, 2%-ton, 
4- to 5-ton and 5- to 6-ton tractor- 
trucks are also provided. Another 
vehicle, of unusual interest, is the 
%-ton truck-car which has been 

(Continued on Page 13, Col. 1) 
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RECENT developments in light-truck chassis and body design have lifted 
butchers’ rural services to the status of a modern shop on wheels. Here is a 
one-ton International unit complete with refrigerating units, showcases, and 
seats for customers. 


- | ’ 





HERE is the temperature-controlled 
showcase used in the one-ton Interna- 
tional truck by rural butchers. 





N.C. Recommends 
Safety Program 
For School Buses 


RALEIGH, N. C.—As one of 
seven recommendations to promote 
safety on school buses, the North 
Carolina school commission recom- 
mended that an extra $218,000 be 
spent in buying 218 new all-steel 
school buses. 

It was explained that the 218 
new buses would be in addition to 
the yearly replacement program 
under which 600 new buses will be 
placed in service next fall and they 
would replace old style “compo- 
site” bodies — wood reinforced with 
steel — now in use. 


The six other 
mendations were: 

1. Employment of one or more 
safety supervisors for the state 
school bus system. 

2. Use of monitors on buses to 
maintain discipline and aid in 
loading and unloading. 

3. That highway patrolmen check 
on and supervise driving of buses. 

4. That the highway commission 
place signs on all highways warn- 
ing motorists to observe the stop 
law in approaching a_ stopped 
school bus. 

5. A training period for bus driv- 
ers prior to opening of school each 
fall. 

6. Designation by the highway 
commission of some person whom 
counties could contact when re- 
porting bad road conditions. 


safety recom- 


Md. Truckers Miffed 


Over Bus Favoritism 


BALTIMORE.— Maryland 
truckers are up in arms over 
the state’s tacit approval of 
over-weight buses, when at the 
same time trucks are being 
cracked down on for the same 
offense. 

Admitting that passenger 
buses, carrying loads in excess 
of state limits, are operating 
in Maryland, a state 


illegally 
roads official declared that if 


they stopped them all there 
would be no bus lines in opera- 
tion. 

W. F. Kneip, engineer-repre- 
sentative of the Maryland Mo- 
tor Truck Assn. Ine., has 
threatened to stop service of 
over - weight buses if Gov. 
O’Conor fails to sign senate bill 
421 which raises the maximum 
load limit of trucks and trailer 
combinations to 62,250 pounds. 








oO 


Ontario Truckers 
Planning General 


Rate Increase 


TORONTO. — A motion recom- 
mending that rates on certain 
classes of traffic be increased by 
at least 10 percent, passed by a 
special meeting of the Automotive 
Transport Assn. of Ontario, is be- 
lieved to be the forerunner of a 
general increase in trucking rates 
throughout Ontario. 

The increase, according to the 
ATA is necessary as a result of 
Canada’s new gasoline tax of three 
cents a gallon. Though the new 
tax will cost Ontario “for-hire” 
operators $750,000 annually, higher 
wages and higher cost of im- 
ported trucks from the United 
States are other factors prompting 
new rate schedules. 

Throughout the province small 
groups of carriers have taken the 
initiative and rates on livestock, 
canned goods and other merchan- 
dise have jumped from 8 to 12 per- 
cent. 

The ATA, however, is advocating 
that carriers in each section of 
Ontario hold meetings for the pur- 
pose of stabilizing and increasing 
rates. Such meetings have been 
held during the last few days in 
Windsor, Prince Edward county, 
Bolton and Toronto. 


La. Trucker Pays $1 0,000 


In Lieu of State Suit 
ALEXANDRIA, La.—George B. 
Younger, truck dealer here who 
was charged with former Gov. 
Richard W. Leche and others with 
overcharging the state $111,370 on 
truck purchases, settled the state’s 
claim against him to recover this 
sum, by payment of $10,000. 

The state had filed civil proceed- 
ings to recover the sum from all 
of those charged jointly. Judge 
R. C. Culpepper announced the 
charges against Younger, and the 
Younger Motor Truck Co. Ince., 
had been dismissed as a result 
of the payment by the truck dealer. 


Reo Appointments 
LANSING.—Appointments of Owen 
Knapp as manager and E. H. Sullivan 
as assistant manager of the Chicago 
branch of Reo Motors, Inc., were an- 
nounced last week by E. R. Kroblen, 
Reo’s general sales manager. 


TRUCKS 


Retail Delivery 
Groups to Study 


Defense Changes 


WASHINGTON.— Divisions of the 
modern retail store most directly 
affected by government priorities 
will be the traffic anc delivery 
departments, and both groups in 
the National Retail Dry Goods 
Assn. have prepared programs for 
the coming convention at the 
Stevens hotel, in Chicago, June 2-5, 
that provide full opportunity to 
explore this issue from every 
conceivable angle. 

Traffic men want to make effec- 
tive plans to meet priorities as 
they are projected, and want to 
help transportation agencies to 
avoid congestions, and, further, to 
know just where congestions have 
developed at any given time. 

On June 3, the traffic group has 
arranged a thorough discussion of 
freight forwarder service, covering 
the present status of legislation, 
the association’s position on this 
subject, and recent changes in for- 
warder rates and practices. Retail- 
ers are large users of this service 
and are naturally anxious to pre- 
serve the status quo, through what- 
ever legislation is necessary. Its 
smooth, continued operation is 
threatened by certain recent deci- 
sions of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission—the effective dates of 
which have been postponed from 
time to time, pending legislative 
action. 

In the store delivery department, 
increasing curtailment in the pro- 
duction of trucks for store use 
presents a really serious problem. 
It will become more and more 
difficult to adjust truck flects 
through replacements, and an in- 
tensive study is needed to find 
ways and means of assuring better 
maintenance, looking to extended 
life of equipment now in hand or 
available. 

The use of substitutes (in tires), 
the advisability of restricting cer- 
tain services and work schedules, 
are slated for full discussion by 
the delivery group. Another discus- 
sion will cover production methods, 
peak season operations, the use of 
outside delivery agencies, and 
C.O.D. systems. 

The delivery group has scheduled 
a tour and inspection of the United 
Parcel Service’s Milwaukee Deliv- 
ery State, said to be one of the 
most modern in the country, with 
respect to layout, methods and 
systems. 


Atlanta to Modernise 


Transportation Facilities 

ATLANTA. — According to an 
announcement by Preston S. Ark- 
wright, president, the Georgia 
Power Co. will spend $750,000 a 
year for the next four years in 
modernizing its transportation fa- 
cilities in Atlanta. 

Arkwright said that amount rep- 
resents “every cent of income we 
will have after paying operating 
expenses and taxes. Practically all 
of it will be spent for new buses 
and trackless trolleys.” 


To feel the pulse of the industry 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 





HEIL CO. has Just completed delivery of a combination ‘“Trailerized” tank 
jand body for the Milwaukee office of the Deep Rock Oil Corp. The tank is a 
2,000 gallon, three-compartment gasoline unit, while the top of the tank serves 
as a platform body for carrying empty or loaded drums with the front end 








for carrying case goods. This 


cab-over-engine. 


of the platform consisting of a fous-faet long enclosed package compartment 
‘double 


purpose” unit is mounted on a Ford 
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U.S. Reports Progress in War on State Barriers 


Joint State-Federal Agency 


Urged to Handle Problem| aes 


(Continued from Page 1) 


commerce from trade-barrier re- 
strictions.” 

While commending the favorable 
action taken in three states, Truitt 
pointed out that the trade-barrier 
problem remains highly complex. 
He added that “because of its close 
relationship to individual liveli- 
hoods, to the problem of raising 
local government revenues, and to 
the whole question of the function- 
ing of our national economy,” it 
“demands careful analysis before 
well-considered steps toward cor- 
rection may be taken with con- 
















the state and federal governments 
is one of vital importance. 

Truitt recalled that the Tempo- 
rary National Economic Committee 
has given its approval to a proposal 
submitted by Frank Bane, execu- 
tive director of the Council of 
State Governments, that a continu- 
ing Joint Federal-State Committee 
on Intergovernmental Relation- 
ships be set up to handle this 
problem. Truitt outlined a possible 
program of action by such a joint 
committee should the proposal for 
its creation later become law. 








| N. J. Truckers ; 
State Platform 
On Pending Bills 


TRENTON, N. J.—Robert Jack- 
son, president of the New Jersey 
Motor Truck Assn., sent a com- 
munication to members of the 
state legislature here last week 
stating the attitude of the associa- 
tion on several pending bills. 

Jackson said the _ association 
disapproved assembly 40, a wage 
and hour bill; assembly 14, which 


DRAMATIC is the newly designed, streamlined General Motors traveling | would require the display of signs 
exposition, Parade of Progress, now on nationwide tour. Above is the Aer-o-|on trucks and trailers exceeding 
Dome poleless tent, constructed of lightweight metal with synthetic-impreg- |35 feet in length, and senate 17, 
nated, silver-colored canvas. The Aer-o-Dome has a seating capacity of 1,500 designed to repeal the merit rating 
persons. The interior is lighted by fluorescent tubing and has a modern fully-| provision of the state unemploy- 
equipped stage. 


fidence.” 

The whole problem, he said, lies 
in the field or zone of inter-govern- 
mental relationships and, there- 
fore, the matter of obtaining and 
maintaining cooperation between 


Keep Competition 
In Transportation, 


Eastman Urges 


DETROIT. — Preservation of 
competition in transportation is 
necessary even in this period of 
national defense, according to Jo- 
seph B. Eastman, chairman of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. 
Eastman has suggested a “Depart- 
ment of Transportation” to act in 
a planning and promotional capac- 
ity but without authority to issue 
orders or regulations. 


Eastman served as coordinator 
of transportation until that office 
was discontinued. In making his 
suggestion, Chairman Eastman 
said: 

“Clearly there are certain things 
which each type of carrier can do 
better than any of the others, and 
the ideal system would be one 
which would utilize them all ac- 
cordingly, emphasizing cooperation 
and coordination and_ avoiding 
definitely wasteful uses, but at the 
same time retaining a very con- 
siderable element of competition.” 

Many highway user groups are 
emphatic in their insistence that 
competition among the _ various 
forms of transportation in this 
country be preserved and the pub- 
lic be allowed its choice of trans- 
portation facilities without the use 
of unnecessary and restrictive reg- 
ulation of any system. 


Export Sales Up 
For Mack Trucks 


LONG ISLAND, N. Y.—With a 
52 percent increase in sales to 
foreign countries during 1940 al- 
ready recorded, R. D. Hilty, Mack 
export manager reports that export 
sales during the first two months 
of 1941 are already up an additional 
128 percent. 

Reports from dealers in Central, 
South American countries, the West 
Indies and many U. S. possessions 
ranging from Puerto Rico to the 
Philippines indicate ever increasing 
acceptance for Mack trucks, buses, 
and fire-apparatus. 

From sample orders sent to many 
of these countries months ago, 
volume orders are now being re- 
ceived daily for all types of Mack 
units, Hilty stated. 






















Mich. Truckers to Aid 
British Relief Society 
DETROIT. — Don B. Smith, 
manager of the Michigan Truck- 
ing Assn., announced last week 
that the organization had offered 
the facilities of its members for 
the free transportation of all the 
goods of the British War Relief 
Society within the State of 
Michigan. 

Trucking lines of the state 
will transport the goods of this 
society from numerous towns in 
Michigan to Detroit. Here the 
clothing and other goods will 
be consolidated in large ship- 
ments and will be forwarded by 
truck to New York City for 
export to Britain. 





ment compensation act. 





A SHRINE 


DEDICATED 


In this completely new and modern structure at Elyria, 
Ohio, the Bendix- Westinghouse Automotive Air Brake 
Company rededicates its tireless effort and vast re- 
sources to the promotion of safety in the realm of 
commercial motor transportation * From this stra- 
tegic location, which shall, in time, undoubtedly be 
recognized as the safety center of the universe, genuine 
Bendix-Westinghouse Air Brakes and Air Control 
Devices will continue their pace-setting supremacy as 
the ultimate in safe, dependable, economical control 


* Here, also, in addition to equipment for normal 


BENDIX-WESTINGHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE AIR BRAKE cox +4 a 
ELYRIA, OHIO a 


TO SAFETY 


peacetime operation of the motor transport industry, 
will be born a veritable flood of control devices des- 
tined for the even more determined task of National 
Defense % The Bendix-Westinghouse Company ac- 
cepts this opportunity to express its appreciation to the 
industry whose faith in genuine Bendix-Westinghouse 
Air Brakes has made possible its almost phenomenal 
growth ... In vindication of this faith you may expect 
even greater things from genuine Bendix-Westing- 
house Equipment and to this end we pledge our now 


greatly augmented facilities and limitless capabilities. 


ef) 


AN ORGANIZATION WHOSE UNDIVIDED EFFORT AND UNLIMITED RESOURCES 
ARE DEVOTED TO YOUR CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY 
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AFA Powwow Opens; 
Linage Off Slightly 


By Pete Wemhoff 


Conclave 


With prelim ceremonies 
37th annual Advertising Federa- 
tion of America powwow at Bos- 
ton gets down to business in earn- 
est today (26). Skedded are club 
activities conference, annual busi- 
ness meeting and a “Town Meet- 
ing” with Paul Garrett, General 
Motors v-p and AFA board chair- 
man, providing keynote. Annual 
banquet-ball set for tonight. 

Tuesday and Wednesday ses- 
sions will be devoted to depart- 
mental meetings, covering direct 
mail, industrial advertising, pre- 
mium advertising, public utilities, 
outdoor, national and retail, 
newspaper, radio, house maga- 
zines, foreign language press and 
consumers. 

Convention exhibit will be on 
display in foyer of Hotel Statler 
throughout conclave. 


Linage 

While automotive linage showed 
a slight loss of 1.4 percent in 
April compared with 1940, this 
classification still tops all but 
classified with a gain of 4.9 per- 
cent in the first four months of 
1941, according to compilations of 
Media Records covering news- 
papers in 52 cities. 

In addition to automotive, gen- 
eral advertising also showed a 
loss (1.1 percent) in April while 
gains were recorded by retail (9 
percent), financial (7.5 percent), 
classified (7.9 percent) and de- 
partment stores (8.9 percent). 


Order 


Hearst Magazines, Inc., of which 
Good Housekeeping magazine is a 
wholly owned subsidiary, has been 
ordered by Federal Trade Com- 
mission to cease and desist from 
misrepresentations in its periodi- 
cals and magazines in connection 
with the use of seals, emblems and 
other insignia, purporting to guar- 
antee the quality of various ad- 
vertised products or to indicate the 
nature and extent of respondent’s 
testing of such products. 


Campaign 

Information on newspaper read- 
ing habits of Cincinnati house- 
wives, obtained by a Ross Federal 
Survey, is currently being pre- 
sented by the Cincinnati Times- 
Star through Automotive News and 
eight other trade papers covering 
practically every advertising classi- 
fication. 

Each insertion, though similar 
in layout and treatment, presents 
photographs and survey infor- 
mation on different residential 
districts of Cincinnati. By thus 
presenting partial information 
through the trade press, the 
Times-Star has been able to pro- 
duce inquiries and requests for 
completely detailed information 
on the replies of the 6,239 house- 
wives in all 58 residential sec- 
tions covered by the survey. 

In support of this trade paper 
campaign, the Times-Star is also 
sending through the mail (to a se- 
lect list of advertisers and agen- 
cies) a barrage of promotional 
pieces based on the same Ross 
Federal Survey. First in a pro- 
jected series of six of these mail- 
ings was a complete presentation 
of the survey—a 16-page booklet 
produced in three colors by the 


Times-Star under the title, “There 
Are Two Sides to the Newspaper 


over, | Advertising Picture in Cincinnati.” 


Second of the direct mail 
pieces consisted of an _ unas- 
sembled, 155 mm. model cannon 
with enclosed printed matter 
which read “One shot does the 
job in Cincinnati.” Copy pro- 
ceeded to back up the statement 
by presenting Times-Star adver- 
tising readership figures based 
on the same Ross Federal Survey. 
The latest direct mail piece con- 
sists of two folders entitled, “The 
Most Amazing Newspaper Picture 
Ever Unveiled in Cincinnati,” and 
employs a neat “tab” arrangement 
to show the circulation duplication 
between the Times-Star and other 
Cincinnati newspapers. When fold- 
ed, the tab shows the complete 
circulation of the Times-Star in 
comparison with another paper; 
and when turned back, the tab re- 
moves all duplicated circulation be- 
tween the two papers to reveal the 
exclusive circulation picture. Other 
folders in the direct mail series are 
now in work, according to George 
Fries, general manager of the 
Times-Star, to supplement the 
trade paper campaign which is ex- 
pected to continue throughout the 
year. 

Charles R. Bonner has succeeded 
Paul B. Lappin as Times-Star’s 
automotive advertising manager. 


Progress 


In its new format, Nash News 
(distributed to dealers) exhibits 
several improvements of note. 


Factory news is kept at a mini- 
mum, while considerably more 
space and photos are devoted to 
dealers, salesmen, etc. Front and 
back covers are especially note- 
worthy. 


Named 


Appointment of O. A. Feldon as 
Western manager of Macfadden 
Publications, at Chicago, is an- 
nounced by H. A. Wise, advertising 
director. Feldon, who has been for 
several years Western manager of 
Liberty magazine, succeeds Charles 
H. Shattuck, who is now treasurer 
of the company and located at the 
head offices in New York. 

Dale McCutcheon, of the Western 
staff, has been appointed by Rich- 
ard Feldon, advertising manager, 
as Western manager of Liberty. 


Switch 


Dr. Frank Stanton, director of 
research, will temporarily take 
over direction of the CBS promo- 
tion department with the resigna- 
tion of Victory M. Ratner, who 
joined network 11 years ago. 

Ratner, following two months’ 
vacash, will join Lord & Thomas, 
New York, in an executive position. 


Returns 
After an absence of several years 
from the automobile _ industry, 


Arthur T. Stanton, former Chrys- 
ler executive and distributor, has 
joined Willys-Overland as_ sales 
promotion and merchandising man- 
ager. 

Prior to engaging in his own 
business in Columbus, O., Stanton 


served in numerous executive posi- | J 
tions with Chrysler Corp., begin- 
ning with the transition from Max- 
well-Chalmers. 





AN 80-FOOT neon sign makes Glenn Foster Nash the bright spot on Broad- 
way in San Antonio, Tex. Foster is shown in front of the showroom, delivering 
a new Nash Ambassador Eight convertible. 








L. G. PEED, De Soto vice-president who flew to San Francisco to attend 
funeral services for James F. Waters and to confer with officials of the Waters 
organization, reports that plans already have been completed which assure 
continuance of the Waters organization. Here Peed, second from left, is con- 







ferring with, left to right, Van W. Peabody, general manager of the Waters 


organization; Robert 


A. Waters, vice-president of James F. 


Waters Corp., 


and Charles Bloom, De Soto’s regional manager. 


Britain Puts Truck Operators 
Under Railway Regulations 


Special to Automotive News 


LONDON. — (UTPS). — Steps 
calculated to alter the face of the 
British road transport industry are 
believed to be under way. At pres- 
ent they are designed for the dura- 
tion of the war, but it is likely 
that they will remain for some 
time after, and eventually road 
haulage might be incorporated into 
a much larger scheme of national 
transport. 

All road haulage operators must 
in future keep books, accounts and 
records in much the same way 
as railways do now. This is the 
effect of an order which has been 
made by the ministry of transport 
under its emergency powers. 

Further, at the request of the 
minister, every person carrying on 
or employed in any connection with 
any road haulage’ undertaking 
must be prepared to produce not 
only these documents but also such 
estimates, returns or other infor- 
mation relating to the undertaking 
as may be specified in the request. 

This order applies to a vast 
number of road haulage undertak- 
ings, many of them companies as- 
sociated with larger undertakings, 
but other concerns the shares in 
which are held by the public. 

Railway companies’ accounts and 
statistical returns in Great Britain, 
together with a multiplicity of 


Canada Reports 
Jump in Value 


Of Motor Exports 


MONTREAL.—The 12-months 
ended with April, which covers the 
period since the commencement of 
the blitzkrieg on the low countries, 
has seen Canadian exports of 
automobiles and parts, largely 
trucks for military purposes, al- 
most quadrupled in value at some 
$90,200,000. 

In the latest month the value 
ran to more than 14 times a year 
ago, while the total for the first 
four months at $33,000,000 was ap- 
proximately 4% times a year ago. 

Comparative figures for the past 
12 months follow: 


194 1940 
NE Kccieicnes $ 8,766,000 $ 590,000 
BEOUGN  ns0cees 32, ,228,000 
February 7,281,000 1,925,000 
Sanusry ..... 299, 2,687,000 
Totals ..... $33,078,000 $7,430,000 
1940 1939 

December ... $12,941,000 $ 2,185,000 
November 10,449,000 2,125,000 
October ..... 7,065,000 579,000 
September 4,504,000 1,029,000 
OS eae 5,250,000 2,337,000 
occa 5,275,000 2,085,000 
Ne ee 7,077,000 2,493,000 
ee 4,612,000 2,431,000 
8-mont ——_—_——- ———— 
ME. asaaes $57,173,000 $15,261,000 
12-mon -— - ——_—_—_—_- 
een wands $90,251,000 $22,694,000 


Through Truckers Can’t 
Use Canadian Road 


EDMONTON, Alta.— Though 
Canada’s famed “Trans - Canada 
Highway” is now complete except 
for a 150-mile stretch in Ontario, 
western truck operators cannot use 


the highway for through trucking | 


in Banff, Jasper, Yoho and Koote- 


nany National Parks, a_ recent 
regulation decrees. 
Operation of trucks into the 


parks for delivery of goods is only 
permitted under’ special license 
and operators must pay a charge 
of $1 per trip for trucks up to two 
tons and $2 per trip for trucks 
over two tons in capacity. 





other information, has to be com- 
piled in a form prescribed by 
statute. 

Moreover, the order will insure 
the keeping of records for some 
93,000 vehicles operating under “A” 
licenses and some 55,000 under “B” 
licenses. Many of these haulers 
own only one vehicle each. The 
regulation will also apply to 365,000 
“C” licensed vehicles owned by 
those who operate transport solely 
in connection with their own busi- 
ness as traders. Altogether, more 
than half a million vehicles of 
various types are affected. 

One effect of the new regulation 
is expected to be that for the first 
time the minister of transport will 
be enabled to collate essential data 
as to operating costs of road trans- 
port over the whole country and 
for widely varied services. It is 
recognized that in any scheme of 
transport coordination the great 
stumbling block is the multiplicity 
of ownership in the road transport 
industry and the lack of authori- 
tative information on the operating 
side. Efforts are being made to 
consolidate the industry into 
groups. 

Another purpose for which statis- 
tics returns and financial accounts 
on a uniform basis are essential 
is the building up of a rates struc- 
ture for the business as a whole. 
Discussions between representatives 
of road and rail have shown that 
it is possible to agree on a system 
of rates which would be recognized 
by the railways and by the major 
road transport operators, but it has 
been found impossible to guaran- 
tee the adherence to these rates 
of the vast number of smaller 
undertakings. 

A suggestion has been made that 
the agreed rates should be given 
legislative force and that penalties 
should be implemented against 
those who cut rates. The ministry 
has not been willing to accede, 
and it is believed that one reason 
may be a desire to insure that 
these agreed rates should be equit- 
able to the vast majority of the 
industry. 

It is anticipated that the infor- 
mation to be obtained from the 
ancillay users—the “C” licensees— 
will be of particular value, since 
it is recognized that in any rates 
structure the operating costs of 
this form of road transport must 
to a large extent influence the level 
which can rule for other forms. 


Buys Estate 


RICHMOND, Va.—Walter P. Chrys- 
ler jr., has purchased North Wales, 
handsome estate on Springs Road 
near Warrenton, Va., from Colonial 
Estates, Inc., a New York firm. The 
price paid was reported to be $175,000. 


25,000 Trucks 


*| Monthly to U.S. 


Butler Reveals 


DALLAS.—What the automobile 
industry is doing for national de- 
fense was discussed in a speech 
before the Texas Motor Transpor- 
tation Assn.’s annual convention 
here last week by Arthur C. But- 
ler, manager of the motor truck 
division of Automobile Manufac- 
turers Assn. 


“We know that the government 
is racing against time to build up 
the huge military machine for our 
defense and to supply the British,” 
Butler said. “Defense comes first, 
and there is no half way about it.” 


This makes the automotive in- 
dustry’s defense assignments its 
number one job, the speaker 
pointed out. He listed highlights of 
the production now under way 
which includes machine guns, 
liquid and air-cooled airplane en- 
gines, marine engines for Navy 
torpedo boats, anti-aircraft guns, 
shells, cartridges, bomb fuses, re- 
coil mechanisms, percussion caps, 
tanks, torpedo parts, ammunition 
components and airplane body 
parts. These and other items are 
moving forward either on schedule 
or ahead of schedule, the speaker 
pointed out. 


“Motorization of the United 
States Army, based on the back- 
ground of the motor vehicles ef- 
fectiveness on the battlegrounds 
of Europe and Africa, is accele- 
rating at a rapid pace,” Butler 
continued. 


“The motor truck plants are now 
producing in one month for the 
Army twice as many military ve- 
hicles as the Army had in opera- 
tion in 1937, volume now being 25,- 
000 monthly whereas the Army had 
only 13,000 in that year.” 

Turning to the importance of 
efficient transportation of all types 
in expediting the defense program, 
Butler warned of the increased 
traffic load rails and trucks are 
likely to be called upon to handle 
due to the shift of coastwise and 
canal-going boats to transoceanic 
service. Truck loadings already 
have increased more than 20 per- 
cent over last year. 


Personnel Changes 


Announced by GM 


DETROIT. — Appointment of 
Charles B. Stiffler as general as- 
sistant comptroller of General Mo- 
tors Corp. is announced by Alfred 
P. Sloan jr., chairman of the board 
of directors. 

Stiffler has been with General 
Motors Corp. since 1919. 

Stiffler will be succeeded as gen- 
eral manager of United Motors 
Service by Walter N. Potter, who 
has been vice-president and gen- 
eral sales manager of that division 
since 1938. Potter joined United 
Motors in 1919. 

Wallace G. Kileen was appointed 
assistant comptroller of the corpo- 
ration in charge of the cost ac- 
counting section. Kileen has been 
connected with the central office 
cost section since he came with 
General Motors in 1922. 

J. A. Sarason was appointed as- 
sistant comptroller of the corpora- 
tion in charge of central office 
general accounting section. 

Edward Riley has been named 
general manager of General Motors 
overseas operations. Riley, who 
since July, 1940, has served as act- 
ing general manager, succeeded 


Graeme K. Howard. Howard is now 
vice-president in charge of over- 
seas operations. Riley’s office is in 
New York. 





THIS MERCURY EIGHT is right at home with its 96 co-owners, a group 


of Transcontinental & Western Air, 


Albuquerque, N. 


M., an overnight terminal point. 


Inc., pilots and hostesses who make 


Day and night for 13 


months the Mercury has shuttled back and forth on an eight-mile round trip 
between the Albuquerque Airport and a local hotel. Left to right, First Officer 


Harry Gaines, 


Hostess Olga Harbaugh, and Capt. 


Harry Campbell. 
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_ Army is Coping with Its Motor Transport Problem 
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ie () uartermaster C orps Sets Commercial Car Registrations Dodge Assigns 


Two Months, plus 47 States for March, 


| de- ie oe ee 
ech Divisions to Handle Tasks plus 28 States for Apel Territory to New 



































































~ al _ po oe % 1940 % 
r 
But- (Continued from Page 10) Date Pos. 1941 Industry Pos. 1940 industry Pos, Gain Truck Managers 
ruck veel recently and tm find . Chevrolet .... 8,547 1 66,024 33.2 1 53,670 34.4 1 12,354 
ine | tae ceo ay find)tenance, special sets of tools and|Ford ......... 6458 2 56403 283 2 44845 288 2 11,558 |mome ie tho Dome een: 
ridespread application to many/equipment are provided by the|International . 3,438 3 26,334 13.2 3 19,451 125 3 6,883 Se ee, eee 
ment ‘“nsportation needs of the Army.| Quartermaster Corps. These tool|G. M. C......_ 1,390 5 1967 99 4 10235 65 5 9450 |pre de Ty Octae, ealag nounced 
d up When it is remembered that in|Sets have been modernized and |Dodge ........ 2,337 4 15,954 8.0 5 15,904 103 4 : = by L. D. Cosart, sales manager, 
-our ie World War the Army had to|Several items in them are of spe-|White ........ 277 8 3,035 15 6 1,468 94 9 1,567 “e a 
ish,” operate and maintain about 216 cial design, not available com-|Plymouth .... 355 6 2,956 15 7 2816 18 6 ‘140 Ken > bc tn, ee eee 
first, nakes of vehicles, including some mercially. Among these new pieces Mack C50 0040-8 331 7 2,307 12 8 1,726 io 7 581 /t no ped ee Race ay a 
t it.” of French, British, he ono Italian | of equipment is a portable sewing|Diamond T .. 248 9 = 1,703 85 9 1,714 11 8 11* kan, who has been ‘toostiios ~_2 
in. ind gee Saooties te tan 2 ad-|machine adapted to sewing tar- Studebaker .. 143 10 961 48 10 374 .24 14 587 | Peoria, Ill, as district manager. 
its wage gh ttipeny aa 7 ca paulins and other heavy fabrics, a amet» 79 12 622 30 11 444 .29 13 178 | Assignments of district truck man- 
ker 2S OnE ree ious:|and a new portable battery-charg-|Breckewey | 93 11 609 30-12 490,32 11.119 Jagers in the Kansas City region 
ts of Inder the present program the}; it of -&~ |Brockway .... 79 12 537 .27 13 350 .23 15 187 | follow: E K 
ask of keeping adequate supplies|i"& Unit of much greater capacity | Federal 62 ollow: Roy Evans, Kansas City 
way ° Pe 8 than is ordinarily found in civili - - gla 15 426 .20 14 476 32 12 50* | district; H. W. Lynk, Omaha dis- 
un. spare parts on hand is made y found in civilian| Willys ....... 74 14 395 2015 640 4210  245*| trict, and R. D. Haus, Wichita 
en. wueh easier, and less specialized | US. hanes x: 58 16 366 18 16 25 03 17 341 | district Peer rete 
lavy sills are required to service the A motor generator test stand has Hudson Oveewe 39 17 249 12 17 217 15 16 32 Following are district truck man- 
‘uns, {rmy’s vehicles. been developed, operating from a| Miscellaneous. 60 609 30 702 45 93* | ager assignments in the Cincinnati 
“re. Through cooperation with the] battery, for use in the field, as as - region: W. G. M 
, TOTAL 24,070 gi . G. Meyers and R. C. 
ee J 199,165¢ 100% 155,587¢ 100% 43,628 | Ripley, Cincinnati district; Bligh 


‘aps, iutomobile manufacturing in- 
ition iustry, under the auspices of the 
body society of Automotive Engineers, 
are mportant steps have been taken 
dule ward standardizing parts and 
aker naking them interchangeable. 
Despite these cooperative efforts, 
ted  wowever, the severe requirements 
ack- mposed on motor vehicles by Army 
ef-  ervice have made it necessary for 
inds he Quartermaster Corps to do 
-ele- onsiderable experimental work of 
itler ss own. In this the industries in- 
olved have cooperated. 
now The Quartermaster Corps has 
the veloped an olive drab, lusterless 
ve- namel finish which is durable, 
era- oes not reflect light, and lends 
25,- tself readily to camouflage for day 
had _ rr night use. Private and com- 
aercial users are proud of glossy 
of inishes—the Army seeks the other 
ypes xtreme. Another newly developed 
‘am, oduct is the blackout lamp for 
used irmy trucks. These are so dark 
are hat they give but a suggestion of 
ndle ight. 
and A certain number of trucks in 
ae ach Quartermaster motor main- 
‘acy enance unit will be equipped with 
per- helves and bins to carry motor 
arts needed to service motor ve- 
icles. To assure a proper supply 
@s f spare parts for maintenance 
, urposes, contracts for motor ve- 
M icles usually require shipment of 
arts at the same time as the ve- 
- of ticles. 
as- The work of maintaining Army 
Mo- Xotor vehicles is divided into 
freq chelons of motor maintenance. In 
ard he first of these echelons are in- 
luded the minor tasks which the 
jperator of a vehicle can do, such 
is keeping it clean and the tires 
en-  roperly inflated, and making sure 
rors ‘hat it is properly lubricated and 
vho ‘ightened. In second echelon work, 
en- Mechanics of the Army unit which 
sion perates the vehicle may be called 
ited  ipon to make minor repairs and 
‘eplacements, such as changing 
ted tires, adjusting carburetors, re- 
po- lacing spark plugs and similar 
ac- ‘asks which require some degree of 
een nechanical skill and a few tools. 
fice Third echelon units are light 
rith naintenance platoons or companies 
ff the Quartermaster Corps. They 
as- ire charged with the replacement 
ra- f£ worn-out parts and_ sub- 
fice issemblies with new or repaired 
tems. They also make minor re- 
ned airs which are beyond the reach 
ors of the tools or experience avail- 
vho ible in second echelon units. 
ict- fourth echelon units have charge 
ded of all major repair work for gen- 
ow ral purpose vehicles of the Army, 
er- neluding even the entire rebuild- 
in ng of a vehicle or of any of its 
‘omponent parts, when necessary. 
For each echelon of motor main- 


well as by regular current. On or- 7, 
der is some specially designed | *¥0Ss- {Included in the 1941 figures are Federal government deliveries as fol- Thompson, Louisville district, and 
s ms lows: Chevrolet 6,665; Diamond T 2; Dodge 14 (i ; ral 5; For 
heavy-duty wrecking equipment,| ST°a weit. ; 1 _2; Dodge (incomplete); Federal 5; Ford|J. E. Conley, Columbus district. 
p , ;,G.M.C, 8,170; International 441; Mack 1; Reo 2; White 681. Frederick Wolf has been named 


equipped with two booms, each tIncluded in_the 1940 figures are Federal government deliveri B: | states 
Autocar 4; Chevrolet 779; Diamond T 1; Dodge 7 (incomplete) ; ‘Federal 1: district truck manager in the New 


capable of lifting five tons. Ford 192; G.M.C. 182; International 86: Mack 1; White 1. York region. 
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OPS tO Chevrolet trucks deliver the goods 

: Powerfully, Dependably, Quickly, 
and at the lowest cost in purchase 

TODAYS GREAT 4 Fea price, operation and upkeep! 


q¢% These are days which demand 
t dependability—speed— power—in 
every phase of national production, 
construction, transportation! 

2B That’s why Chevrolet trucks are 
the favorites. Because they’re 
unmatched for ‘“‘DELIVERIES 
P.D.Q.”’— powerfully, dependably, 
quickly. And also because they sell 
at the lowest prices, and operate at 
POWERFULLY * DEPENDABLY * QUICKLY the lowest cost, of any trucks in the 


biggest-selling truck field! 
- itthers. Owners, however, may 


ransfer registration from ys ee Ww H E N Y Oo U H A V E T H E Cc H E V K Oo L E T 
ee Se te antes fb oe FRANCHISE YOU HAVE FRIENDS 


13 f the first. 


cer To feel the pulse of the industry 
‘onsistent reading of Automotive News 


8a necessity. 
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Neb. Truck Registrations 
Ruled Non-Transferable 


LINCOLN, Neb. -- Attorney Gen- 
‘ral Walter R. Johnson has issued 
i ruling that in Nebraska, truck 
‘egistrations cannot be transferred 
from a 14-ton vehicle to two of 
ieven-tons each. a 
There is no statutory provision, 
® tates the decision, authorizing a 
‘egistration fee paid on one truck 
© be split up between various 
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U. S. Exports Continue Shift | 


To British, Latin America. 


Special to Automotive News ties heretofore obtained in large 

WASHINGTON. -—-Readjustments | part from European sources. Im- 
of far-reaching importance in the | ports from Latin America in the 
foreign trade of the United States, | first quarter were 41 percent higher 
as reflected by foreign trade sta- than in the same period a year 






























By A. H. Allen steel, there is small likelihood ceennaaat sa tistics for the first quarter of ‘ons —o ee ee - oa ta ae 
: .| of much becoming available for cera ro 1941, were cited last week by ex-| total United States imports in the 
ti ree a aa eee normal consumer goods. a perts of the U. S. department of | period. Coffee, sugar, wool, copper g 
rs ing illumination on the extent * * & commerce. U. S. foreign trade|and various other Latin American a 
a sige bite industey’s use of Veo C SOMETHING of the story behind|continued to shift to British Em-| products were imported in large 8 
‘ese toateriols, ton boon seen alt pegs |ilestrated in ‘this picture: comparing |PITe, Countries and to Latin Amer-| Quantities. 
charts prepared by the OPM from|/s Light | the instrament pasel ot, 6 10t Ches: vith experts consisting of salltiary rey i 
39, Cc ses a ximate the | relet_ wi e dashboard of Chevrole SIS ie 
can sae ‘ian a a tollowine: ae eae | Zone ° gg te yf x supplies and imports comprising Road Planning 0 
news, it should be first and breaks Percent | velopment of the range of capabilities | Sttategic materials to an ever in- ~ n Vital Pa t tf 
down as follows: Electrical manufacturers ..24 | of the =modern ae oe a ae creasing degree. ee r Pl 
Percent| Rod and wire ............. 12 i en, ener, ie €!| Notwithstanding the almost com- 
Household appliances ..... 18.9 PME os vasecaccrcavsets 11 a ee ene ee ee plete loss of Continental European Of Defense Effort De 
Metals except ferrous ..... 16.0 PUGS 65s ceded sees 10 | markets, reflected mainly in the WASHINGTON. - Failure to 
Miscellaneous service ...--. 14.1 Light and power lines ..... 8 - > sharp decline in exports of agri- oe e : . 
ieheetiee feperss éweved eee 9.7 Telephones and telegraphs. 5 ‘Keep Inv entories cultural products and_ ordinary sate SA gd agp aca 4 a 
PPOEES . 5 5.06:64.005 6008 8de a 08 8.9 Castings CUDAAAE COR Ss CUE NCOs 4 A N ] consumer’ goods, March foreign nae ae a am in : ee a = OR 
Iron, steel, except machy... 8.7 Radio receiving sets ...... 3 At Norma Levels. trade figures showed the highest wast gy el jn ps / the Fe 
ee 23.7 eres 23 monthly export total in more than | COUn"TY To & c cy 


101 . : transportation blunders that are 
OPM Official Says aia import total retarding England's war effort,” 
NEW YORK.—Calling upon pur- ; ‘ o4.. | Chester H. Gray, director, National {U 
chasing agents to bald teventieten __Exports from the United ane Highway Users Conference, de- 
down to a normal working level, cs the first ee of 1941] QJared in an address, last week. 
John Hi. Martin. assistant to the were valued at $986,000,000, about|ty7, asserted that “highway plan- U 
‘ : ee aad pores 8 percent less than for the first]; : ‘ ’ AC 
‘director of the priorities division : ning is more than ever necessary 
‘| quarter of 1940 but approximately|t, awaken the nation to the im- I 


Office of Production Management, > ‘ ; 
| warned here last week that unless pe — a a a Oe ae the motor vehicle ins 
ata national defense. 


|the government gets full coopera- 


| 
Up to the present, it does not | 
appear that difficulties will be | 
encountered in obtaining copper | 
for defense plus consumer re- 
quirements, but this is apt to 
change any day. However, there 
should be reasonable amounts 
still available for automobiles, 
considering their small require- 


Significant point in this break- 
down appears to be the small per- 
centage accounted for by automo- 
tive use. Even if automobiles 
should dispense with aluminum 
altogether, less than 10 percent of 
the total aluminum consumption 


would be released. 
* ae a 





Hlowever, it ts not stated ments. i ie og ‘tion in the administration of pri- More than three-fifths of this The NHUC executive said that 1 
whether this breakdown covers Tin S By | orities, additional controls will| fist Quarter export total repre-|the proposed 1 cent increase in 
only primary or virgin alumi- m Supply ‘have to be imposed more rapidly.|S¢mted shipments to the British|the federal gasoline tax and the' 
num, or whether it also included | {equate Addressing a meeting of the|©m™pire, the figures revealed. Ship-| proposed 20 percent tax on theta 
secondary. A large amount of Tin breaks down in this fashion: | Purchasing Agents Assn. of New ments made under the lend-lease|<caje of new and used automobiles sti 
secondary aluminum ingot, of . ” "Percent York. Martin declared that besides |#'Tangement were not a major/are evidence of lack of proper — 
course, goes into automobile | pin plate .................. 404 |the adverse effect it has on the | factor in the quarter's exports, but| highway transportation planning 
parts. oe 018 |defense program, the piling up of |they did i to some extent in| here at the Capital. \ 

ie REE aes sce .caicunseuans 7.2 |inventories may be unwise as far =. a wa.” = fon cae “England, by a peace-time policy 
Small Amount — Tuiicure sesaicm ernie wales . pre individual company is con- Egypt. oe ees - ae a ae a 
Used for Cars Tinnin er cach aa 31 Not only is there the danger that] Imports during the first quarter oattiedinry the ‘wank "dueuld be 

Zine use is analyzed by OPM as Type cies Pos en ok ae 19 prices may be fixed, he said, but|of 1941 reached a value of $730,-| shoved aside: parts ’ for repair 

follows: Cueienie ................. 18 the priorities division expects to|900,000, a gain of 10 percent over should not he provided; all in the 
a Percent ——<_............... 1.7. | look further into the total inventory | the first quarter of 1940. Purchases} assumption that the railroads of 

Galvanizing eer rere Teens 44 RO 94 picture for the purpose of discov-|from various parts of the British|the British Isles could adequately 
Brass making ........-.-.-. = Automobiles require appreciable ering unnecessarily large inven-| Empire were 22 percent above those} care for all transportation needs.” 
Rolled zine ......-.---..--. 1 amounts of tin in the form of | tries for whatever action is neces-|of the same quarter a year ago,|Gray pointed out. “Now it is veryz 
eo Patare = seeemees "| solder, babbitt and bronze, but | °@"Y- - secant A agency Pail i evident that transportation in the jor 

Here seni, dhe sail pereen: | Metta ant'asraet somaiee ct FB Is Probing | tists, Australi. andl harm has been one! Heke tte 
tage used in die castings, which | 4:1. cond not ai a calito S ropin nickel and other commodities from] not be repaired; adequate numbersior 
is the chief concern of automo- stage, or anywhere near it. | Will E 1 ° Canada. of new trucks cannot be built; with— 
bile builders, is striking. With ee | 1 ys xp OS1IOMN | Exports to Latin America in the|the result that not only commerce™®™ 


the demands for brass so heavy 


first quarter of 1941 represented|of the British Isles, b ili-— 
these days, it would appear the bias Nak Ge ae " 


Batteries TOLEDO. — Federal agents last|/1g6 percent of the entire export tary preparations, are greatly 








most important field for addi- ° week were investigating the $2,000 : ‘ I . 
tional zine would be in galvan- |Head List fire and explosion which Wednes- iliok aud sammas oF Game bor ee ‘si 
izing, relatively unimportant to Last of the six metals is lead:|/day fatally burned one employe plies of iron and steel. wood puln,|. He Said that the major part of— 
the motor industry. Cutting into ; Percent | and endangered scores of work- paper, coal, machinery and bt highway planning required study" 
the 13 percent required for die oe. ene eee — at the Willys-Overland plant} motive items and many commodi-|0f highway data now available inian 
castings is not going to —— Cable pueinn i SER GAL, 11 ‘The fire and explosion, which ——_————————__ | State capitals to find where future— 
_- | Cable covering ............ . : , oe aes 

much poundage for, armamen MTN, 5.5065 cris ais rw-etna 9 took the life of Joseph Knakiewicz, C d R bb . U pre — needed; what types” 
N Getti ces incax aad eae 8 happened in a paint mixer in the} UrUG@e RU er US€ {shou e built; where traffic is; 
ow Getting FI Ie 6 paint and oil storage room. Accord- e dense or sparse and how much_ 
Only a Portion TE 6 eiwasanicecncxasaieanns 3 ing to John Snowberger, factory In A ril Reaches the average highway user can pay*t 
Figures for nickel show: Naturally, in the current emer- | manager, about 60,000 gallons of - and still afford to use the roads. iia 
Percent| 8emcy, these figures are thrown | inflammable liquids were stored in All - Time Record —— ————— | 
ee 63 far out of normal relationship, | the room. 7 Obituarico— _ 
Electroplaters ............. 8 but they do furnish a guide as | Investigators from the Federal} NEW YORK.—According to_sta- | AUSSSUSSeS je 
Seon Sounders ............ 6 the normal relative importance |Bureau of Investigation immedi-|tistics released last week by Rub- hand 2 ‘ To 
aan wai ................ 6 of these six vital metals in dif- | ately began an investigation of the|ber Manufacturers Assn., Inc., it] AUSUIN, British Car for 
Bi on 17 ferent fields. Stockpiling, substi- [cause of the explosion in an effort |1s — that U. S. rubber Maker, Dies at 73 
As far as nickel is concerned, | tutions and building of new pro- | to determine if it was related to| manufacturers consumed 71,374 LONDON.—Lord Austin, 75,70 


duction capacity are the three |defense work being done in the|long tons of crude rubber in April. : —— _ 
avenues of protection in wartime | plant. An estimate of the damage|This is the highest month’s con- eee = Austin auto- 
economy. All three are being re- | was made by District Chief James|sumption on record and represents = % od —y at his home 
sorted to, with a heavy burden |Conmay who said he found no|an increase of 3.4 percent above somal romsgrove, the Associated 
being thrown on the motor car | evidence of sabotage. March and 36.3 percent over April, Ath reports. _ the Wolsel 
industry in regard to substitu- Following the fire and explosion, | 1940. er managing e olseley 


tion. automobile production in the en-| Gross imports for April, as re- a eee ees 


the motor companies are chiefly 
interested in amounts going to 
foundries and to electroplaters, 
which together bulk to only 14 
percent of the total. However, 
with many steel mills currently 
receiving only a portion of the 








aie tire plant closed down but re-|ported by the U. S. department of |; : : 
nick “ns Pp p . : . 
ing to Snowberger, defense work|decrease of 27.3 percent under hendten tha tamminatees a te 
C e E Analyzed at the plant was not endangered or|March and 10.5 percent below large Austin and the “baby” Austin 
oming vents Disabilities, forcing lost time on interrupted. Defense contenots - April, 1940. ee ae 
the part of plant employes, are | the illys-Overland amount tO} ‘Total domestic stocks are esti- 
many and varied but few persons | about $28,000,000. Included in this] ote by the association as of Thomas L, Huber = 
JUNE hz lized the t t thich|amount is the $5,651,605 order LAKE CHARLES, La. — Thomas L. To 
Ive ORES She onus te en : Apr. 30, at 329,767 long tons, 4] uber. Ford dealer here and National for 
1- waite, Sreby Springs, W. Va.| appendicitis apparently afflicts|awarded the firm this week by the decrease of 2.5 percent below calcein ca ae“ aeonee 
5— Detroit. Automobile Manufactue: | these workmen. Dr. C. D. Selby,|Navy department for unspecified] stocks on hand at the end of|from Louisiana, died here May 20. Mr."™ 
ers Assn. annual meeting. of General Motors, in a recent | ordnance equipment. March and 11.6 percent over the Huber, who was also active in Loulsi ig 
2- i —Baseeiee Serinas. Mo. Missouri] analysis of the corporation’s 187,000 Se ee ee ea stocks on hand Apr. 30, 1940. director and regional vice-president in _ 
tion. P * Conven-| hourly- rated employes for 1940.| Fruehauf Names Study i in Wee tie of 8. 7 mn 
23-24—Myrtle Beach, 8. C. South Caro-|Stated that there were 2,197 caseS| pDkrTROIT.—Roy A. Fruehauf, vice- aes far. & exe IR * * 7 
tine, Automobile Dealers Assn. con-| causing 101,174 days of lost time. president and director of sales of the cam tene—a0i lll of &7 oar Joseph B. Bleiler a 
° is is 10 ¢ i ‘ruehau railer Co., has announce : . . ED eae h Budd _ 
23-24—Reading, Ps. (Lincoln). Annual | This is about two and a half times the appointment of Frank Study as|cent over March 31 stocks. ieee Th Maile ec oo od Pett ce 


the toll exacted by such ailments | regional manager with headquarters at 
as influenza and tonsilitis. Atlanta, Ga. 


Convention of Pennsylvania Auto- 
motive Assn. 

23-24—Rochester (Sagamore). Empire 
State Automobile Merchants Assn. 


ager for Fisk Tire Co., died May 9 
Crude rubber afloat to U. S. ports at his home here. He worked out of iat 


—_—— - on Apr. 30 is estimated to have|the company’s Springfield (Mass.) of- 
been 153,484 long tons, an increase |fice until his retirement several years — 

















Inc., annual convention. = a. te a Be age “oe | 
23-27—Chicago (Palmer House). Ameri- of 9.5 percent over March and 49.7 Se. Seerrine are his wife and three !M 
yo yn a Testing Materials percent above April, 1940. eee + * & on 
nnual Convention. f : vee 
JULY Reclaimed rubber consumption William S. Harris — 
21-22—Asheville, N. C. (Park Grove for April is estimated at 20,427 long CLAYTON, Mo.—William S. Harris. ™ 
Inn). North Carolina Automobile tons, production at 21,574 long tons,| president of the Harris Motor Co..~ 
Dealers Assn. annual convention. : ae 2 Pontiac distributor here, died at_ his ort 
AUGUST and stecks on hand Apr. 30, 1941 home from a heart attack. His widow, _ 
4- 7— Chicago (Stevens). Automobile at 35,336 long tons. three brothers and a sister survive. a 
a= i. mow. ; ee a . ; * * * ay 
20-21—Green Bay, Wis. Annual conven- s ; WI OWh; Tn 
tion of Wisconsin Automotive Priebe Is Named Dr. Harry N. Whitford 
Trades Assn. NEW YORK.- Dr. Harry N. Whit- 7 
SEPTEMBEB DETROIT.--A. M. Fleming, general] ford, 70, manager of the crude rubber 
20-26—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel) SAE THESE MOBILE earth-boring machines must depend on their ground-grij)| Works manager, announces the appoint-| department of Rubber Manufacturers = 
National Tractor Meeting. tires to carry them through river beds and over rough terrain in preparing | ment of Edward H. Priebe as works] Assn., Inc., and one of the world s | 
28-Oct 1—Edgewater Park, Miss. (Edge-| the way for bridge and road construction in military maneuvers. They are | manager of the Jefferson Ave. plant of |} foremost authorities on crude rubber lo 
water Gulf Hotel). Annual Fall] capable of boring to a depth of 50 feet, leaving a hole from 12 to 42 inches| Chrysler Sales division. He succveds | production died last week at his home ‘ne 
meeting of Mfg., Distribution di-|in diameter. They are used in the construction of tank traps, artillery emplace-‘ D. T. Flater, assigned to anoth-r}in Bronxville, N. Y., after an illness 
ments and in laying of mines. U. S. Army has an entire fleet of such units. branch of Chrysler Corp. activity of several months. 


visions of Automotive Electric Assn. 
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Passenger Car Registrations 








a ee ____ (U.S. and Canada) Two Months, plus 47 States for March, 
oe WEEKS ENDED MAY 24, MAY 17 Fa ctor in Ri plus 24 States for April 
it higher ’ Jan.1 Jan. 1 . ene > im wer. tet “a” 1900 Watt 
a year Pr Same Week May to to DETROIT. — With return of Date Pos. (941 Industry Pos. 1940 Industry Pos. Gain 
reent of ne e Week mnded to May 25 May 24 | strikers to work, car and truck | Chevrolet . 46,184 1 292,214 245 1 231,907 25.1 1 60,307 
s in the May 24 1940* May17* Date 1940* 1941* | production rose last week to 132,219|Ford ........ 25,123 2 194,319 163 2 153,880 16.7 2 40,439 
, copper gNERAL MOTORS .. 54,845 44,676 50,292 183,133 886,405 1,100,192 units. This was A gaa . 24,467 3 142,700 12.0 3 117,823 128 3 24,877 
merican wrolett ........... 30,825 26,968 28,567 103,571 533 : back to the er 17,714 4 102,444 8.6 4 75,233 8.1 4 27,211 
in large Che k 8,660 6.417 6.582 97,452 aa a rid AUTOMOTIVE NEWS point where pro-| Pontiac ...... 17,161 5 97,015 8.2 5 60,001 6.5 5 37,014 
S18 Pees a PRS ’ a , ’ , , Production Estimate Quction stood|Oldsmobile .. 13,655 6 77,537 65 6 52,141 56 7 25,396 
pontiac ...........4.. 7,850 5,592 7,853 26,685 105,090 146,368 before the wave|Dodge ....... 10,745 7 64,225 54 7% 58,368 6.3 6 5,857 
y Qldsmobile .......... 6,015 4,856 6,006 20,412 94,154 120,620 of strikes hit|Chrysler ..... 6,901 8 43,235 3.6 8 27,336 3.0 8 15,899 
; hi viveeKuasee 1,495 843 1,284 5,013 17, , the industry the | Studebaker 4523 9 30125 25 9 25,866 28 9 4,259 
YSLER 29,530 19,494 26,012 96,389 a a mae previous week|Mercury ..... 3,637 13 25,932 2.2 10 23,548 2.6 10 2,384 
art aces iglalelalamdalada - , ’ ’ ’ , and tumbled to-|Nash ........ 4,342 10 25,671 22 11 15,448 1.7 14 10,223 
Plymoutht .......... 13,900 9,613 13,878 46,860 235,069 276,171 tug tal output to|De Soto ..... 4,203 11 25,167 21 12 19,0389 21 13 6,128 
ifort SE ivnunsey cacy 9,015 5,765 5,536 27,183 150,951 176,660 weex 124,933 units.|Hudson ...... 4,017 12 21,697 = z oe = = oa 
ate oneal 4,005 2,514 y y 132,219—) Production in|Cadillac ..... 3,127 14 19,015 d , a ' 
lure to “urysler aa a or the comparable|Packard ..... 3,016 15 17894 15 15 19499 21 12 41,605* 
shway De Soto ............. 610 1,602 2,603 8,859 = 40,512 51,262 Last period of 1940|Willys ....... 686 17 5,790 4616 5,802 63 17 12* 
PE ME Sc ovndnawasmnats 30,700 19,109 $1,192 105,146 448,486 474,857 WEEK was 98,115 ve-|Lincoln ...... 744 16 5,703 4417 6,160 67 16 457* 
. yo ere 26,500 16,906 26,797 90,497 388,971 408,186} 9811 hicles. Miscellaneous. 39 1,206 10 733 .008 473 
1c e 21 3,798 12,802 45,560 56,775 If the present aa iain 
hat ar OEE, Sb sscceces tee 3,650 1,72 , A is \ LA8T 1.191 100% 923,183 100 268,706 
pert er See 550 482597 )—s«,847 13,955 9,896 wer Tee ee S =| 
National {UDEBAKER; ...... 3,425 2,456 3,415 11,093 51,350 54,193 week of May, | Included = the 1941 figures are Federal government deliveries as follow 
; ; ; Dodge 16 (i te); Pl th 23 (incomplete) ; 
Pi a cb tae satiiewe ties 2,400 1,548 2,406 7,905 28,871 42,481 AutomoTive|Chrysies 3 (incomplete: Oidenob he ee eties ob. Fock 13a. Maccury a; 
=<, ee 1,100 1,650 1,820 5,475 34,057 34,508 News estimates| Hudson 65; Packard 7; Studebaker 1 
y plan- total production 
cessary ACKARD ............ 1,450 1,777 1,417 4,805 = 85,096 25,687 for the month|tors divisions hit 54,845 units last|total production of 26,012 units, 
the im-4ILYSt ............. 844 929 946 3,031 13,899 12,099 will approxi-|week, a sizable gain over the pre-| while a year ago 19,494 new cars 
hicle In. 56¢ELLANEOUS+ 7,925 6,476 7,933 26,949 139,057 165,433|mate 545,000 units. This would |vious week’s total output of 50,292|and trucks were assembled. 
—____ ___—__| be tthe highest output since the |vehicles and a total of 44,676 new!] Ford divisions maintained their 
id that QOPALF.........0000. 132,219 98,115 124,933 443,926 2,118,911 2,490,184 | banner year of 1929 when 636,250 |cars and trucks built in the com-|high schedule last week with total 
pase new cars and trucks were turned | parable period of 1940. output hitting 30,700 new cars and 


ind the ‘Revised. tIncludes trucks. 


Miscellaneous includes Crosley, Henney, 
on thei:tocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana, Inter- 


out. In May, 1937, a total of 540,377 
units were assembled. 


Chrysler divisions also rose last 
week, hitting 29,530 vehicles which 


mobiles ;tional, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, Bantam, etc. Total production of General Mo- |compares with the previous week’s 


proper 
lannin e . e S 
‘poie4ewW Commercial Car Registrations, 24 States for April ’41-’40 
wn the Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co.. and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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trucks, which contrasts with the 
previous week’s output of 31,192 
vehicles. In the comparable period 
of 1940 a total of 19,109 units were 
turned out. 

With the exception of Hudson, 
which lost three days last week 
due to the UAW-CIO strike which 
reached a settlement early Wed- 
nesday morning, all other inde- 
pendents remained steady. 


Studebaker Sales Up 


DETROIT.—With 18 new dealers 
signed up since the first of the year 
and a 46.2 percent increase in registra- 
tions for the first quarter of 1941, Pat 
O'Dea, president of James M. O'Dea, 
Inc., Studebaker distributor here, is 
shooting for an all-time Studebaker 
record in Wayne county. 


Plant Activity 


(Week Ending May 24) 
OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 
rise; 8,660, five days 
rise; 1,495, five days 
Chevrolet..... rise; 30,825, five days 








Chrysler. ...steady; 4,005, five days 
De Soto..... steady; 2,610, five days 
MIDS on neisac rise; 9,015, five days 
POO si 2 sc ass steady; 26,500, six days 
Hudson. ...resumes; 1,100, two days 
Lincoln........ steady; 550, six days 
Mercury..... steady; 3,650, six days 

RS i via dcha steady; 2,400, five days 


Oldsmobile. .steady; 6,015, five days 

Packard. ...steady; 1,450, five days 
Plymouth. . steady; 13,900, five days 
Pontiac steady; 7,850, five days 
Studebaker. .steady; 3,425, five days 
Willys. . steady; 844, ‘four days 
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86% of New Car Sales Involve Trade-Ins| 
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87.77% of All Used Cars 


Sold at Retail Selling Price 


CHICAGO.—Following an exten- 
sive survey among dealers, the 
National Used Car Market Reports, 
Blue Book and Red Book publish- 
ers, made known last week that 86 
percent of new cars and 62 percent 
of used cars sold involve trade-ins. 

The survey also revealed that 
dealers dispose of 87.7 percent of 
their used cars at retail and the 
remaining 12.3 percent at whole- 
sale, chiefly to exclusive used car 
dealers. 

Less cash is figuring in trade-ins 
now than a year or two ago, ac- 
cording to George A. Leukhart, 
general manager of NUCMR. 

“Owners are not holding their 
automobiles such a long time be- 


Chicago Dealers’ 
Used Car Stocks 
At Year’s Low 


CHICAGO.—Used car inventories 
of Cook county dealers dropped 
to a 35.7 day supply on May 1, the 
lowest point of the year. Stocks 
compared with a 38.6 day supply 
on the same date in 1940 and 41 
days on Apr. 1 this year. 

Announcing the comparisons and 
other facts in its monthly used 
car sales and inventory report, 
the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn. advised dealers not to be too 
optimistic. The case was stated 
thus: 

“The total days’ supply is 
weighted to a good extent by older 
model used cars. While there may 
be only a 30 days’ supply of the 
old model cars on hand, there may 
be at the same time a 50 days’ 
supply of later models, and far 
more capital is tied up in the later 
models. Regardless of what the 
days’ supply is, we particularly 
recommend that you _ carefully 
check the late model cars, espe- 
cially of the type you handle.” 

Two-year-old cars had the heav- 
iest accumulation, a 48 day supply, 
while eight-year-old models were 
lowest at 16 days. 

Reporting dealers sold 11,319 
used cars in April and had 13,470 
on hand May 1. 


AERA Conclave 
Attended by 600 


PITTSBURGH.—The 19th annual 
convention of the Automotive En- 
gine Rebuilders Assn. opened 
Thursday morning in the William 


Penn hotel here, with approxi- 
mately 600 delegates in attend- 
ance. 


Among speakers at the three- 
day conclave were John O. Whar- 
ton, president of AERA; George 
Snook, business analyst, Hastings 
Mfg. Co.; C. E. Smith, Ethyl Gaso- 
line Corp.; A. G. Drefs, vice- 
president, McQuay-Norris Mfg. Co.; 
Walter Trefz, sales and _ service 
engineer of Aluminum Industries, 
Inc.; Lieut. Col. R. N. Atwell, Hola- 
bird Quartermaster Depot, Balti- 
more; J. C. Rogers, vice-president, 
Genuine Parts Co., Atlanta. 


The Pittsburgh committee for 
the convention had E. M. Sheehan 
as chairman and H. W. Smith and 
Charles M. Hughes as his as- 
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Ten cents per word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
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fore exchanging them for new or 
later model used cars,” Leukhart 
explained. “More people are trad- 
ing in cars after only a year of 
service. 

“The defense program, stimula- 
tion of employment, and a gen- 
erally higher trend in wage rates 
among factory workers are respon- 
sible for the policy of swapping 
cars oftener. 

“Even those entering the market 
for the first time are passing up 
the ‘jallopy’ type of car wherever 
possible. As a consequence, the 
junking rate of old cars will likely 
show an increase. This means that, 
even with the increasing number 
of cars on the highways, the acci- 
dent rate should show a decided 
decrease in the vacation months 
ahead.” 


Bathrick Expects 
Used Car Sales 
To Hit 8,500,000 


PONTIAC.—There is a two and 
one-half billion dollar business in 
this country that has no bearing 
on defense industries, materials or 
priorities—it’s the used car busi- 
ness, says D. U. Bathrick, general 
sales manager of Pontiac Motor, 
“and that’s big business in any 
man’s language.” 

“During this model year,” Bath- 
rick says, “based on a 5,000,000 new 
car production, there will be 8,500,- 
000 used cars sold. Figured at a 
$300 average that will mean a sell- 
ing price of $2,500,000,000. 

“Used cars cover a wide range 
of makes, models and prices. And 
there will be no reason for any 
letup in their sales when the 
curtailment of new car production 


begins. Used car business is on the ; 


up and it will continue long after 
new car business has been reduced. 
One reason why it is getting bigger 
is because of the many thousands 
of men going to work as a result 
of the improvement in other lines 
of business and the defense pro- 
gram. 

“Pontiac dealers alone sold 63,000 
used cars in April, which is at 
the rate of 750,000 cars per year. 
Between Apr. 1 and Sept. 1 Pontiac 
dealers will sell $98,000,000 worth 
of used cars, while our 7,000 retail 
salesmen will earn $1,000,000 in used 
car commissions alone’ during 
May.” 


New Products 


New Type Seat Cover 
Offered De Soto Owners 


DETROIT.—An entirely new 
type of seat cover, which appears 
to be a rich type of car upholstery 
and which possesses a number of 
important new advantages to mo- 
torists, has been developed for 
De Soto owners, according to L. G. 
Peed, vice-president of De Soto. 

Made of a material called “Van- 
ity Satinweave,” the new seat cover 
is not merely slipped over the car’s 
cushions, but rather is actually 
shrunk on so it fits “like a glove,” 
Peed explained. This is accomp- 
lished by dampening the material 
before it is fitted over the cush- 
ions, around curves and into re- 
cesses, such as rear seat arm rests. 
The dampening, he said, in no way 
harms the car’s upholstery. Nor is 
the upholstery injured when the 
cover is dry-cleaned or scrubbed 
with soap and water. The new 
seat covers, said Peed, are avail- 
able in three colors— olive green, 
dark blue and taupe. 

s 


New Batteries 


NEW YORK.—A new modernized 
line of batteries that fits the com- 





pany’s complete sales plan, has been 
announced by Gould Storage Battery 
Corp. 
. : = 
New Clutch Bearing 

CHICAGO. — A new clutch release 
ball- bearing with a _ patented self- 
lubricating action has recently been 
introduced by the Chefford Master 
Mfg. Co. here. Called ‘*Lubro-Life.’’ 


The bearing comes ready packed with 
lubricant and claimed to last the life 
of the bearing. 


My First Sale 
| peony! T. HOLLINGSHEAD, president of Nash Sales, Inc., and 


one of Chicago’s trade veterans, likes to recall how a mixup 
produced his first sale. Hollingshead started his automobile career 
more than 30 years ago as a salesman with Stearns-Knight in 
Chicago. He suggested to the sales manager that he break in by 
contacting owners for leads among their friends, and got permission. 
“It seems there were a construction company 
and a lumber firm adjacent to each other, both 
headed by men with the same last name, al- 
though no relation to each other,” Hollingshead 
recounted. “One of these men was a Stearns- 
Knight owner. I called on the other fellow by 
mistake and asked him how he liked his Stearns- 
Knight. He thought it a trick of some sort. He 
added that he didn’t drive that make of car. 
“I rechecked my card and asked him if he 
wasn’t the man with the initials identifying the 
Stearns-Knight owner. Then he gave me the 
proper directions. Suddenly he countered with 


Hollingshead 


your company 
way and 


this after-thought: ‘Do you mean to tell me that 


keeps track of its owners this 


is interested in how their cars are performing’? I 


assured him that such was the case. To which he replied: ‘Well, 
I like that policy and have no objections to your car, so you 
can put me down for one right now.’ And that’s how a mixup 


got me my first sale.” 


The Nash distributorship, of which Hollingshead has been 


president since the Nash line 


first appeared on the market, 


maintains the largest sales and service building in Chicago. 
Modern in design, it contains all the newest type service equip- 
ment. Incidentally, the company is the leading distributor in the 
Nash organization. Hollingshead, a former president and show 
chairman of Chicago Automobile Trade Assn., remains as one 
of its directors and show committee members. 


Buick Booklet Gives Details 
On Used Car Operations 


FLINT. — Latest contribution to 
automotive literature is a booklet 
entitled “Modern Used Car Manage- 
ment” currently being distributed 
to its field organization by Buick. 

Covering successful used car 
operations, the book devotes its 
chapters to five important phases 
of used car selling: display, adver- 
tising, reconditioning, proper pric- 
ing and management, and _illus- 
trates each. 

“The fact that there exists a 
huge potential of used car buyers 
is particularly fortunate for the 


| automobile industry,” says a fore- 


word by W. F. Hufstader, Buick 
general sales manager. “It has per- 
mitted used cars to be traded in 
as partial payment on new car 


sales, contributing importantly to 


April Used Car 
Sales Off Sharply 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
for May, as reported by dealer- 
members of San Antonio Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., showed a sub- 
stantial decline from the big sales 
reported in March, with 1,566 sales 
against 1,941 for March. The report 
follows: 

There were 1,760 cars on hand 
at the start of the month with 
1,566 sales, for a turnover of 89 
percent against 122 percent for 
March, a total valuation of $460,011, 
a turnover value of 79 percent 
against 106 percent, and an aver- 
age value of $294 as compared with 
$306. There were 1,814 cars on hand 
at the end of the month with a 
total value of $631,284, and an 
average value of $348, as compared 
with an average value of $332 for 
March. 

March reports showed 1941 cars 
sold for a unit turnover of 122 
percent, a total valuation of $593,- 
293, a turnover value of 106 percent, 
and an average value of $306. There 
were 1,760 cars on hand at the end 
of the month with a total value 
of $583,512, and an average value 
of $332. 


Pedrick Appoints Andrae 
Assistant Sales Manager 


PHILADELPHIA. — Announce- 
ment has been made by the Wil- 
kening Mfg. Co. here, maker of 
Pedrick piston rings, of the ap- 
pointment of Carl J. Andrae as 
assistant sales manager of the 
replacement division. 

Andrae formerly was connected 
with Perfect Circle Co. and Hast- 
ings Mfg. Co. 


| dance 





new car volume and _ resulting 
economy of manufacturing. 

“Only about 26 percent of the 
30,000,000 cars on our roads today 
are in the hands of the original 
owner. There are probably 10,000,- 
000 used car buyers every year 
whose transactions represent a 
$3,000,000,000 annual business.” 

Selection and equipment of used 
car lots, used car stores and wise 
use of window space is discussed 
in a chapter devoted to display, 
emphasizing the need for attrac- 
tive lots and display salesrooms 
and presenting pictorially effec- 
tive treatment of this phase in 
successful Buick dealerships in 
various sections of the country. 

Advertising to back attractive 
displays is urged. “Probably the 
most important single factor in 
finding used car prospects is news- 
paper advertising,” the book says. 
“When a buyer is in the market 
for a used automobile, it is natural 
to turn to the newspaper pages 
where advertisements of used car 
values are to be found. The dealer 
with the most and best advertising 
usually succeeds in getting the 
prospect into his place of business.” 

Emphasis is placed on recondi- 
tioning of all cars taken in trade, 
with the recommendation that 
every car be reconditioned and 
made ready for selling within three 
days after it is acquired by the 
dealer. 

While methods vary in different 
shops, six general reconditioning 
steps are outlined, including a 
thorough check and road test of 
the car to determine what work 
is necéssary, thorough washing in- 
cluding motor and chassis, careful 
mechanical reconditioning and re- 
finish of sheet metal, complete 
lubrication, thorough cleaning of 
the interior and repaint as needed 
with complete polish of body and 
chrome. 


Indianapolis Dealers 


Hold Used Car Sale 
INDIANAPOLIS.—The local au- 
tomobile trade this week is cele- 
brating used car sales managers’ 
week. Used car managers of all the 
sales organizations in the city are 
offering their finest selections of 
used cars. 

Newspapers are carrying more 
display and classified advertising 
for them than in several months. 
Many late models are included in 
the sale. 


L. I ; Rial Frolic 


NEW YORK.—Second annual dinner- 
of the Brooklyn and Long 
Island Automobile Dealers Assn. is 
slated for June 21 at the Hotel New 
Yorker here. 


| Cpe., 


USED CARS—SERVICE 
1941 Price List 


Following fs a Wst of new passenger car de. 
HIvered prices for 1941 at point of manufacture, 
Prices shown, with the exception of Willys. 
Americar Include standard equipment and fed. 
eral taxes. Willys-Amerloar prices are f.0.b. To. 
fedo, before taxes. Ford, Lincoln and Mereury 
prices do not Include transportation or taxes. 

BUICK—Serles 40 Speclai—4-dr. tour. sed. 
$1,052; 4-dr. tour. sed. SE, $1,134; bus. epe.. 
$935; sedanet, $1,006; sedanet, BSE, $1,063, 
Serles 40 Deluxe Special—4-dr. tour. sed, 
$1,095.75; 4-dr. tour. sed., SE, $1,177.75: bus. 
$978.75; 2-dr. sedanet, $1,049.75; 2-dr. 
SE. $1,106.75. Serles 40 (A) Special 
conv. cpe., $1,138; bus cpe., $915; spt. epe, 
$980; 4-dr. sed., $1,021. Serles 40 (A) Doetuxe 
Speclal—bus. cpe., $958.75; spt. cpe., $1,023.75; 
4-dr. sed., $1,064.75; conv. cpe., $1,181.75. Serles 
50 Super—4-dr. tour sed., $1,185; conv. phae., 
$1,555; bus. cpe., $1,031; conv. cpe., $1,267; spt. 
epe., $1,118. Serles 60 Century—4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,288; bus. epe., $1,195; sedanet, $1,241. Series 
70 Road Master—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,364; conv, 
phae., $1,775; conv. cpe., $1,457; spt. epe., $1,282. 
SE—Super Equipped. 

CADILLAC—Serles Sixty-One—Cpe., $1,345; 
sed., $1,445; del. cpe., $1,435; del. sed., $1,585. 
Serles Sixty-Two—Cpe., $1,420; sed., $1,495; del, 
conv. cpe., $1,645; del. conv. sed., $1,965; del. 
cpe., $1,510; del sed., $1,585. Serles Sixty-Three 
—Sed., $1,695. Serles Sixty Speclal—Tour. sed., 
$2,195, with division, $2,345. Serles Sixty-Seven— 
Sed., $2,595, with division, $2,745; 7-pass. sed., 
$2,735; 7-pass. Imperial, $2,890. 


CHEVROLET—Master Deluxe—fus. Cpe., $712; 


5-pass. cpe., $743; town sed., $754; spt. sed., 
$795. Special Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $769; 5-paas. 
cpe., $800; town sed., $810; spt. sed., $851; 


Fleetline sed., $877. 

CHRYSLER—Royal—3-pass. cpe., $945; 6-pass. 
club cpe., $1,041; 6-pass. lux. bro’m, $1,021; 
6-pass. sed., $1,051; 6-pass. town sed., $1,111. 
Windsor—S-pass. cpe., $998; 6-pass. club cpe., 
$1,096; 6-pass lux. bro’m, $1,075; 6-pass. sed., 
$1,125; 6-pass. town sed., $1,175; 6-pass conv. 
cpe., $1,275. Saratoga—3-pass. cpe., $1,195; 6- 
pass. club cpe., $1,268; 6-pass. lux bro’m, $1,248; 
6-pass. sed., $1,278; 6-pass. town sed., $1,328. 
New Yorker—3-pass. cpe., $1,275; 6-pass. club 
cpe., $1,335; 6-pass. lux. bro’m, $1,325; 6-pass. 
sed., $1,345; 6-pass. town sed., $1,375; 6-pass. 
conv. cpe., $1,495. Crown Imperlal—6-pass. town 
sed., $1,745; 6-pass. sed., $2,595; 7-pass. sed., 
$2,695; 8-pass. sed. lim., $2,795. 

DE SsOTO—Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $898; 5-pass. 
$985; 2-dr. sed., $965; 4-dr. sed., $995. 
Custom—Cpe., $945; club cpe., $1,035; bro’m, 
$1,020; 4-dr. sed., $1,045; town sed., $1,095. 

DODGE—Deluxe—Cpe., $825; 2-dr. sed., $880; 
4-dr. sed., $920. Custom—2-dr. bro’m., $925; 
6-pass. cpe., $960; 4-dr. sed., $965; town sed., $995. 


FORD—Special—Cpe., $680; 2-dr. sed., $715; 
4-dr. sed., $755. Deluxe—Cpe., $710; opera cpe., 
$740; 2-dr. sed., $750; 4-dr. sed., $790. Super 
Deluxe—('pe., $755; opera ecpe., $785; 2- dr. sed., 
$795; 4-dr. sed., $835; sed. cpe., $825; club 
cony., $920. N.B.: Ford Six prices are $15 below 
the above prices. 


HUDSON—6 Traveler—2-dr. sed., $781; 4-dr. 
sed., $809; 3-pass. cpe., $711; club cpe., $804. 
6 Deluxe—2-dr. sed., $838; 4-dr. sed., $872; 
3-pass. cpe., $817; club cpe., $864; con., $1,079. 
Super 6—2-dr. sed., $913.50; 4-dr. sed., $944.50; 
8-pass. cpe., $893.50; club cpe., $948.50; conv., 
$1,167.50. Commodore 6—2-dr. sed., $987; 4-dr. 
sed., $1,015; 3-pass. cpe., $956; club cpe., 
$1,018; conv., $1,225. Commodore 8—2-dr. sed., 
$1,024; 4-dr. sed., $1,060; 3-pass. cpe., $999; 
club cpe., $1,061; conv., $1,275. Commodore 
Custom 8—3-pass. cpe., $1,085; club cpe., $1,148; 
4-dr. sed., $1,253. 

LINCOLN—Zephyr—Cpe., $1,390; sed., $1,450; 
club cpe., $1,450; conv. cpe., $1,750; Zephyr. 
with custom interiors —3-pass. cpe., $1,465; 
sed., $1,545; club cpe., $1,545. Continental 
—Cpe., $2,650; cabr., $2,700. Custom—Sed., $2,- 
550; Mm., $2,675. (Note: All Lincoln prices are 
Detroit delivered ready to run, and include fed- 
eral and state taxes and transportation). 


MERCURY—Cpe., $885; cpe., with aux. seats, 
$910; 2-dr. sed., $920; 4-dr. sed., $960; sed. 
cpe., $950; club convert.. $1,070. 


NASH — “600” Serles— Spl. bus. cpe., $710; 
spl. 2-dr. Slipstream sed., $745; spl. 4-dr. Slip- 
stream sed., $785; del. 4-dr. trk. sed., $860; 
del. bus. cpe., $752; del. 2-dr. bro’m., $815; 
del. 4-dr. Slipstream sed., $817; del. 2-dr. Slip- 
stream sed., $777. Ambassador Six Serles—4-cr. 
sed, trk., $1,030; conv. cpe., $1,095; bus. cpe., 
$905; 2-dr. bro’m., $973.50; spl. bus. cpe., $855; 
4-dr. sed., Slipstream spl., $935; 4-dr. sed., 
Slipstream del., $985; 2-dr. Slipstream sed., 
$898. Ambassador Elght Serles—4-dr. sed., trk., 
$1,151; conv. cpe., $1,215; 2-dr. cpe. bro’m., 
$1,081; 4-dr. sed., Slipstream spl., $1,056; 4-dr. 
sed., Slipstream del., $1,106. 

OLDSMOBILE—Speclal Serles Six—Bus. cpe., 
$852; club cpe., $898; 3-dr. sed., $898; 4-dr. 
sed., $945; town sed., $945; conv. cpe., $1,048. 
Special Serles Eight—Club cpe., $935; 4-dr. sed., 
$987; town sed., $987; conv. cpe., $1,089. Dy- 
namlo Crulser Serles Six—bus. cpe., $908; Club 
sed., $954; 4-dr. sed., $1,010. Dynamic Crulser 
Serles Eight—bus. cpe., $944; Club sed., $989; 
4-dr. sed., $1,045. Custom Cruiser Serles Six— 
Club cpe., $1,043; 4-dr. sed., $1,099; conv. cpe., 
$1,191. Custom Cruiser Series Eight—Club cpe.. 
$1,079; 4-dr. sed., $1,135; conv. cpe., $1,227; 
conv. phaeton, $1,575. 

PACKARD—One Ten Speclal—4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,056; 2-dr. tour. sed., $990; club cpe., $1,000; 
bus. cpe., $907; conv. cpe., $1,175. One Ten De- 
luxe—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,116; 2-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,050; club cpe., $1,038; conv. cpe., $1,209. One 
Twenty—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,261; 2-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,230; club cpe., $1,205; conv. sed., $1,723; bus. 
cpe., $1,112; conv. cpe., $1,377. One Sixty—4-dr. 
tour. sed., $1,750; club cpe., $1,709; conv. sed., 
$2,180; bus. cpe., $1,594; conv. cpe., $1,892; 
chassis, $1,435; deluxe conv. sed., $2,405; deluxe 
conv. cpe., $2,067; 4-dr. tour. sed., $2,009; tour. 
lim., $2,289; 7-pass. tour. sed., $2,161. One 
Eighty—Darrin conv. vic., $4,550; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $2,587; LeBaron spt. brough., $3,500. 

PLYMOUTH—Cpe., $685; 2-dr. sed., $739; 4- 
dr. sed., $780. Deluxe—Cpe., $729; 2-dr. sed.. 
$779; 4-dr. sed., $820. Special Deluxe—Cpe., 
$760; 4-pass. cpe., $805; 2-dr. sed., $810; 4-dr. 
sed., $840. 

PONTIAC—Deluxe Torpedo Six—Bus. cpe.. 
$828; sed. cpe., $864; conv. sed. cpe., $1,023: 
2-dr. sed., $874; 4-dr. sed., $921. Metropolitan— 
sed., $921. Deluxe Torpedo Elght—Cpe., $853; 
sed. cpe., $889; conv. sed. cpe., $1,048; 2-dr. 
sed., $899; 4-dr. sed., $946. Metropolitan—$946. 
Streamline Torpedo Six—Sed. cpe., $923; 4-dr. 
sed., $980. Streamline Torpedo Eight—Sed. cpe.. 
$948; 4-dr. sed., $1,005. Custom Torpedo Elght 
—Sed. cpe., $1,020; 4-dr. sed., $1,077. 

STUDEBAKER—Champlon—Cpe., cust., $695; 
cust. deluxe, $730; delux-tone, $765; 5-pass. 
cpe., cust., $735; cust. deluxe, $765; delux-tone, 
$800; club sed., cust., $740; cust. deluxe, $770; 
delux-tone; $805; cruis. sed., cust., $780; cust. 


deluxe, $810; delux-tone, $845. Commander— 
cruls, sed., cust., $985; delux-tone, $1,050; land 
cruis., cust., $1,030; delux-tone, $1,095. Sky- 


way Commander—Cruis. sed., $1,075; land cruis.. 
$1,105. President—Cruis. sed., cust., $1,115; land 
cruis., cust., $1,160. Skyway President—(Cruls., 
sed., $1,205; land cruis., $1,235. 

WILLYS-AMERICAR—Deluxe cpe., $635; 4- 
dr. sed., $665. Speedway—cpe., $595; sed., $620. 
Plainsman—eed., $715. 


‘\ 
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*39] _625- 895| 475- 425| 450- 365| 475- $99| 475- 385| 450- $39| 445- 965| 489- 476| 0660- 625| 495- $45| 525 | G45- 450| 445 | 805- 665| 496- 420 

~ 395| 345 | $88- 953| 445- $25| 489- 975| 475 | _$85- $30 


oe 38] _375- 855| $80- 845| 985- $25| $45 _| 895- 275| $49- 275| 207- 279| 345 
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| 
| 2 | 248 | 225 | 825 | 826-175] S69- 349| 266- 282 
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; cust. National Average, All Makes, May 11—$518-$442 
ng ed National Average, All Makes, May 4—$528-$446 


a, Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
}; land This is the first time anywhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national indez. 
| Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


cate. Used Car prices in Cleveland, Indianapolis, Birmingham, Dallas, Kansas City, Minneapolis and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 
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upon the background of the de- 
veloping policy, it would not 
seem likely that the $15 rise on 
Ford models would call for fed- 
eral action. An entirely different 
situation probably would ensue, 
however, if this increase were 
followed by others in rapid suc- 
cession, bringing the price level 
of the various models far out of 
line with current or last year’s 
tags. 

So far as can be seen thus 
far, there is no disposition on 
the part of Henderson and his 
associates to take an arbitrary, 
dogmatic or essentially unrea- 
sonable position with regard 
to prices. To clamp a ceiling on 
car prices because one or more 
makers raised prices $15, when 
such an increase was shown to 
be fully justifiable by reason of 
a wide variety of conditions, 
would, it is felt, be contrary 
to the OPACS basic line of 
action, as now constituted. 


But if that $15 rise seemed to 
be, or proved to be, simply the 
forerunner of a wave of succes- 
sive increases—well, that very 
definitely would be another 
story, and there need be no 
shadow of doubt regarding Hen- 
derson’s capacity, and willingness, 
to move quickly and decisively. 

* * * 


Aircraft Program 
Is Expanded 


FORD was very much to the 
fore in the Washington automo- 
tive picture last week. William 
S. Knudsen, OPM director gen- 
eral, announced that Ford had 
been requested by the government 
to turn out the huge four-engine 
Consolidated bombers at its new 
Ypsilanti (Mich.) plant. This, 
with increased production by sev- 
eral aircraft companies, is ex- 
pected to bring our heavy bomber 
output up to 500 monthly. At the 
same time, Loan Administrator 
Jesse Jones announced that the 
RFC is setting aside $650,000,000 
for use in expansion of other 
aircraft and defense production 
facilities. 


Behind these announcements 
lies the most basically impor- 
tant Washington story of the 
moment, namely, the growing 
feeling of unrest and uncer- 
tainty with respect to the na- 
tion’s war effort. From many 
quarters, including some ex- 
ceedingly friendly to the Ad- 
ministration, there have come 
criticisms, which reached a 
crescendo last week, to the 
effect that America isn’t pro- 
ducing enough, isn’t producing 
it fast enough, and that the 
responsible leaders, particularly 
the President, have not taken 
the people _ sufficiently into 
their confidence on the gravity 
of the situation. 


Perhaps it is not fair to say 
that the announcement of plans 
for stepped-up bomber production 
was in answer to this rising tide 
of criticism. Nevertheless for 
practical purposes it would seem 
to be at least a partial reply. 


* * * 


Attacks 
Are Analyzed 

THE ATTACKS to which the 
defense effort generally, and 
OPM particularly, are being sub- 
jected require analysis. Most of 
them are couched in very gen- 
eral terms. Breakdowns of pro- 
duction in most cases do not 
bear out the extreme pessimism 
of the critics. Knudsen himself 
has stated frequently his dissat- 
isfaction with the rate of in- 
crease, recognizing at the same 





Marsh Gets New Post 
In U. S. Rubber Setup 


NEW YORK.-.-Edward H. Marsh 
jr., of this city, has been appointed 
to a new position in United States 
Rubber Co. 

He will hereafter be assistant 
general manager of three of the 
company’s principal operating divi- 
sions—the General Products divi- 
sion, the “Lastex” Yarn and Rub- 
ber Thread division, and the; 
Mechanical Goods division. 


time, that the producers of the 
country as a whole are doing 
a huge job in record time. The 
critics for the most part are 
non-technical men. To them the 
retooling of a plant is a minor 
task, to be accomplished over- 
night. Knudsen and his tech- 
nical associates know better. For 
that reason, while realizing the 
need for increasingly greater 
effort, they do not share the 
gloomy outlook of those who see, 
to feel that America is failing 
to do what Nazi Germany was 
able to do. Knudsen knows we 
are going to do in three years 
much more than Germany did 
or could do in seven. They know, 
moreover, that we now are going 
through the toughest part of the 
production job, namely, setting 
up and readying the plant and 
the lines. There will be quite 
another story of results when all 
of these lines begin to come in. 

It is interesting to note that 





despair over the alleged slow- 
ness and inadequacy of our de- 
fense effort follows exactly 
the curve of Nazi victories. A 
columnist who three weeks ago 
viewed our defense production 
as “encouraging” finds the sit- 
uation “hopelessly bogged” 
when  parachutists land in 
Crete. Of course, our defense 
capacity has not altered in that 
time, but the columnist’s state 
of mind certainly has. 


Nevertheless, the importance of 
this feeling must not be over- 
looked, for it unquestionably will 
have a vital bearing on policies, 
and no industry will be affected 
so much as the automotive. For 
if this attitude of “not enough” 
persists, officials will be pushed 
into demanding that an increas- 
ing share of the industry’s capac- 
ity be devoted to production of 
war materials—may be pushed 
into doing that sooner than their 
best technical judgment may 
deem necessary. This enters the 
realm of speculation, of course, 
but it is speculation based upon 
some knowledge of the most 
potent force on earth, the power 
of public opinion. 


99.9% Capacity 


Sets an All 


NEW YORK.—The nation’s steel 
mills, turning out armaments in 
the greatest flood in history, were 
operating last week at 99.9 percent 
of theoretical capacity, the Amer- 
ican Iron and Steel Institute re- 
ported last week. 

This is .7 of 1 percent higher 
than last week and compares with 





New Device Is Aimed 


At Excessive Tooting 


DETROIT—A horn that pre- 
vents honking when a car is stand- 
ing motionless, has been patented 
by Joseph White of Anderson, 
Ind., who has assigned the patent 
to General Motors Corp. 

The invention covers an elec- 
trical control system, which would 
permit use of the horn to give 
warning signals only when the car 
is in motion, but would auto- 
matically prevent honking when a 
vehicle is standing still or parked. 


More important than ever this year! 
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Steel Output 
-Time Record 


96 percent a month ago and 73 
percent of capacity in the same 
week last year. 

* * * 


Rate Steady 
In Youngstown Area 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.--Youngstown 
district steel mill operations re- 
mained stationary at about 95 per- 
cent of capacity last week. 

Steel using manufacturers en- 
gaged solely in civilian production 
are beginning more and more to 
seek defense orders so as to keep 
their plants going under all condi- 
tions. 

A number of shutdowns or cur- 
tailments were forced at consum- 
ing plants last week because of 
lack of material. Automotive mak- 
ers are expected to continue in the 
market for some time to come, 
because many manufacturers will 
continue making 1941 models at 


roms. 





This complete encyclopedia of the Automotive 
Industry known to Dealers, Manufacturers, 
Jobbers and Finance Houses as the “Bible of 
the Industry” will be mailed with the issue of . . . 


JUNE SOTH, 1941 


Our Editors, already hard-at-work on compiling 
this edition, promise the most comprehensive 


and complete book in our history 


The 


publishers promise a greatly increased circulation 
as already orders are pouring in for the 1941 
edition at $1.50 per copy. 


Advertising Forms will be closing from May 15th 
on, and advertisers with early copy will receive 
preferred positions. Please Order NOW through 


any office of 


NEW YORK 
51 East 42Np StrRest 
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Liberty and was written by none 
other than Winston Churchill — 
pefore the war. The radio speech 
was delivered May 17 also and by 
Col. Robert R. McCormick, pub- 
lisher and editor of the Chicago 
Tribune. The colonel saw service 
in the other war as an officer of 
the First Division of the AEF, is 
a doughty warrior himself and a 
student of warfare for whom the 
Army has the deepest respect. 
+ oa * 


LAYING THE foundations for 
the tale, the column will take up 
first the story of England’s prime 
minister, who was sold on armor- 
jzed protection for mechanized 
units through a suggestion made by 
Admiral Bacon to him a few days 
after the other war started. The 
sea dog declared that 15-inch 
howitzers could be moved overland 
in sections by eight enormous 
tractors. Winnie ordered 30 of 
them but it was not until May, 
1915, that the first was delivered. 
It was rejected because it could 
not descend a four-foot bank and 
go through three feet of water. In 
October that year Col. E. D. Swin- 
ton and Col. Hankey revived the 
idea with suggested improvements, 
whereupon Churchill wrote to 
Prime Minister Asquith, declaring 
that “it would be quite easy in a 
short time to fit up a number of 
steam tractors with small armored 
shelters in which men and ma- 
chine guns could be placed which 
would be bullet-proof.” This was 
tried and shelved. 

* oe * 

UNDOUBTEDLY this was the 
first step in the evolution of what 
now is known as the tank, for 
right after that things began to 
happen. Churchill says “There never 
was a moment when it was possible 
to~say that a tank had been ‘in- 
vented.’ There never was a person 
about whom it might be said, ‘This 
man invented the tank’.” Be that as 
it may, the present Prime Minister 
declares that the responsibility for 
the mechanical execution of the 
project that followed the cater- 
pillared tractor idea was borne by 
Tennyson -d’Eyncourt, chief con- 
structor of the British navy, who 
was delegated to carry on by 
Churchill in May, 1915, and who 
was so satisfied with the naval 
constructor’s conception of what 
then was called a landship that as 
a member of the Admiralty he took 
the responsibility for spending 
$350,000 for 18 of these vehicles, 
six of which were of the wheel 
type and 12 of the caterpillar type. 
Balfour, however, cut this order 
down to one experimental job, 
which was the parent and in prin- 
ciple the prototype of all the last 


war’s tanks. 
 «& 


THE ARTICLE in Liberty, 
written by Churchill, states that on 
Sept. 15, 1916, the first tanks ever 
used in warfare went into action 
on the front of the Fourth Army, 
attacking between the Combles ra- 
vine and Martinpuich. The enemy 
was taken by surprise and those 
that did not flee the field sur- 
rendered with little or no resist- 
ance. The tanks again proved their 
worth on Nov. 20 of the same year, 
penetrating the German trench 
system on a front of six miles, 
capturing 10,000 prisoners and 200 
guns, without the loss of more 
than 1,500 British soldiers. This 
was the Battle of Cambrai. 

The tank had made good but 
since then there has been criticism 
of the British in springing their 


Taxation 


(Continued from Page 1) 


from their home addresses rather 
than business places telling con- 
gressmen that they are willing to 
pay a reasonable defense tax, but 
not an exorbitant one and if an 
unfair tax is levied they will send 
the bill to him at Washington de- 
nding he pay it. 

"hoaniaeas Shwerd FitzHenry, of 
the Massachusetts Automobile 
Dealers Assn., who is a dealer in 
Worcester, has been requested to 
call a meeting in that city to send 
protests to Washington. Also the 
Springfield and Newton dealer as- 
sociations have agreed to cooper- 
ate. 





surprise before they had built 
enough tanks. Had they waited 
until properly equipped with tanks, 
the war could have been shortened 
a year or more, it is predicted. 
Strange to say, the Germans did 
not realize the possibilities of the 
tank at that time, but in the war’s 
aftermath they awoke and de- 
veloped mechanized warfare as we 
see it today. Had the British and 
French done the same thing, Hit- 
ler would have met foemen worthy 
of his steel. There might have been 
a different story to tell. 


OVER THE air Col. McCormick 
told us the other night that before 
he went over with the AEF he had 
heard of the tank through a 
friend, William Holbrook of the 
Union Drop Forge Co., Chicago, 
who had built enormous crank- 
shafts to be put in the tank engine 
by the Holt Tractor Co., which in- 
troduced the caterpillar tread 
which made the tank possible. To 
the British belong the credit for 
first using it. So when the colonel 
watched the tanks at Cambrai, 
which, he said, was the only oc- 
casion in that war upon which 
tanks were correctly employed, he 
declared that “after that success 
they had to be accepted in military 
circles, but jealousy, that bane of 
army efficiency, prevented their 
proper use.” 


| 
That the tank was not taken up 


by the American army in the post- 
war days is credited to that jeal- 
ousy in military circles. Gen. Sum- 
merall, the colonel’s chief, was 
sold on it and urged the Ordnance 
department to accept it or design 
tanks of the type that was de- 
veloped by Walter Christie, an 
American citizen, but the Ordnance 
department insisted on a monopoly 
in designing material, rejected the 
Christie tank, and fell behind in 
tank design. Now in this eleventh 
hour the government is speeding 
this development to make up for 
the lost years. 

The publisher of the Chicago 
Tribune has his own ideas as to 
tanks. He says that in building 
them the properties of speed, de- 
fensive armor, fuel and ammuni- 
tion capacity must all be con- 
sidered, and, in addition, riding 
comfort. The crew will fight long- 
est in the tank that gives the 
easiest ride, he said. Victory will 
come to the tank that furnishes 
the best gun platform. Above all, 
we must not use guns as tank 
weapons and anti-tank weapons 
because they have been discarded 
for every other use. | 


THIS WALTER CHRISTIE, do 
you know him? I do, but it wasn’t 
until about two years ago that I 
actually met him. He’s the one that 
Col. McCormick described in his 
radio talk as “an American citizen 
named Christie had conceived and 
designed the first modern tank — 
a tank which could travel over the 
country at a high rate of speed.” 
He came into this oak-paneled of- 
fice of mine, an old gentleman 
then 74 years of age, but he didn’t 
have to give me his case history. 
I knew him as the Waiter Christie, 
the engineer who not only designed 
and built the Christie front-drive 
automobile but also drove it him- 
self, setting up world’s records on 
beach courses and at Indianapolis. 
Later Barney Oldfield drove the 
Christie in exhibitions. Walter 
didn’t want to be a race driver— 
he drove to prove his claims to a 
new design. 

It was in his later years that he 
turned his attention to the tank. 
He once built a tank that was 
amphibious. On the _ road_ the 
caterpillar tread was used for 
traction. When the machine came 
to a river it became a_ water 
wagon and crossed as easily as 
would a tugboat. And it was only 
a few years back that he actually 
built a tank that could be carried 
by an airplane. He became an in- 
ternational authority on the sub- 
ject and it wouldn’t surprise me 
in the least if at the present time 
he is one of Uncle Sam’s consul- 
tants on tanks, although no an- 
nouncement of the fact has been 
made. 


Tell Me,” oO. 
open 
dealers’ 


in Automotive 


by John 
forum for the 
opinions. It 
News. 


‘Dealers 
Munn, is an 
expression of 
appears weekly 


| 
| 


| 





MRS. JOHN M. STALKER, Grosse 
Pointe Shores, Mich., here exhibits the 
600th windbreaker jacket made from 
scrap automobile leather, which is now 
already on its way to England for the 
Protection of British seamen on duty 
on trawlers and mine-sweepers in the 
North Sea. Using assembly line tech- 
nique, Mrs. Stalker and her associates 
collect scrap leather from automobile 
companies, sew the pieces together 
into jackets and ship them to England. 
Mrs. Stalker began this work a year 
ago when she approached Hudson Mo- 
tor Car Co. to donate scrap leather. 


Chevrolet Finds 
Popularity Grows 
For Sedan-Coupe 


DETROIT. — The increasing de- 
mand on the part of Chevrolet 
buyers has prompted the five-pas- 
senger coupe into second position 
among all body styles, usurping 
the place held by the four-door 
sedan throughout most of the past 
decade, figures recently released by 
the division’s market analysis de- 
partment reveal. 


Traditionally the leader, two-door 
sedans are still the No. 1 choice 
of the Chevrolet buying public, the 
figures show, with the always- 
popular four-door sedans now in 
third place. Fourth and fifth, re- 
spectively, are the business coupe 
and the cabriolet. 


During the first quarter of 1941, 
two-door sedans accounted for 44.8 
percent of all passenger car sales, 
the Chevrolet business picture 
shows. Five-passenger coupes were 
24 percent of all sales; four-door 
sedans 22.9 percent; business coupes 
6.5 percent, and cabriolets 1.6 per- 
cent. 

In the same period last year, two- 
door sedan sales amounted to 54.4 
percent of the total; four-doors, 
24.3; business coupes, 11.2; five- 
passenger coupes, 8.3, and cabri- 
olets 1.5 percent. 

In 1930, the figures ran like this: 
two-doors, 46.3 percent; four-doors, 
24.6; four-passenger coupes, 17; 
business coupes, 7; phaetons, .3, 
and sport roadsters, 4.8 percent. 





Skinner Is Appointed 
Alumni Trustee of RPI 


TROY, N. Y.—S. E. Skinner, gen- 
eral manager of Oldsmobile, has 
been honored with an appointment 
as alumni trustee 
of Rensselaer 
Polytechnic In- 
stitute, according 
to William O. 
Hotchkiss, presi- 
dent of the in- 
stitute. Skinner 
will represent the 
third district. 

Rensselaer 
Polytechnic In- 
stitute was estab- 
Ss. E. Skinner !ished in 1824 

and is the oldest 
school of science in continuous ex- 
istence in the nation. Skinner re- 
ceived his final degree as me- 
chanical engineer from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in 1920, hav- 
ing returned to graduate after two 
years of service in the United 
States Navy during the first World 
War. 





Union Pact Signed 
NEW ORLEANS. — Signing of an 


agreement for a two-year collective 
bargaining pact between the New 
Orleans Truckers Assn. and Local 206 
of the Transport Workers Union (CIO), 


has been announced here. 





final certification of the results 
would be forthcoming from NLRB 
headquarters in Washington. Some 
delay was seen in determining the 
outcome of the Rouge pattern- 
makers poll, where 161 voted CIO 
while 90 voted AFL and eight 
voted for neither union. With 143 
votes challenged, this was termed 
inconclusive since if all challenged 
ballots turned out to be AFL, the 
outcome would be reversed. NLRB 
in Washington will receive recom- 
mendations from Frank H. Bowen, 
local director for the board, on 
whether the ballots should be 
counted. 

Total number of ballots cast at 
the Rouge plant was 74,336, with 
3,492 challenged. At Lincoln 2,741 
were counted and 181 challenged. 


Union leaders indicated contract 
negotiations would be sought im- 
mediately, with major demands to 
be a 10-cents-an-hour blanket wage 
increase, adequate union recogni- 
tion, a system of seniority to gov- 
ern layoffs and rehiring, and va- 
cations with pay. 

The company is free to call in 
union representatives for a con- 
ference before certification of the 
election is received, and some ob- 
;servers saw a possibility of this 
lin the proceeding of I. A. Capizzi, 
Ford attorney, on the pending 
hearings before the NLRB of the 
CIO’s suit charging unfair labor 
practices. Capizzi asked for post- 
ponement of the suit on the 
grounds that such practices would 
be discussed in company-union ne- 
gotiations. 


In the statement on the outcome 
of the election, Harry H. Bennett, 
Ford personnel director, declared: 
“It is a great victory for the com- 
munist party, Gov. Van Wagoner 
and the National Labor Relations 
Board. The law provides that we 
must live with them, and we never 
violate the law.” 


Immediately following the elec- 
tion, the CIO started an organiza- 
tion drive in other branch plants 
of the Ford company. Six of these 
plants have been listed by the 
union as major objectives. The six 
plants are located at St. Louis; 
Long Beach, Calif.; Edgewater, N. 
J.; Buffalo; Dallas, Tex., and Kan- 
sas City. In 28 of the company’s 
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20.15 percent reduction, is con- 
sidered inevitable—either by OPM 
decree or shortages of labor and 
materials—there is still no defin- 
ite information on when or how 
much of a cut will be made. The 
whole question rests with OPM 
co-director, William S. Knudsen, 
and the international picture will 
be the deciding factor. 


In an effort to ward off dis- 
criminatory excise taxes, now bc- 
ing considered by Congress, deal- 
ers are being rallied to plead with 
congressmen for just treatment. 
Passage of excessive levies, plus 
the proposed curb on installment 
sales, would affect the nation’s 
economy more adversely than any- 
thing else, it’s believed. 


The increased need for trucks in 
hauling defense materials, as well 
as non-defense items formerly 
carried in part by railroads, is ex- 
pected to open up a huge market 
for trucks for the duration of the 
present emergency. 


While dealer organizations 
various areas are holding’ in 
abeyance plans for next fall's 
|automobile shows, it is considered 
| likely at this time that expositions 
will be held in New York, Chicago, 
Baltimore, St. Louis, Detroit, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. The 
New York show, staged in former 
years by the car and truck manu- 
facturers, but dropped this year 
because of defense exigencies, will 
likely be staged by New York 
area dealers as they did in 1935 
when the industry switched from 
a January to a fall show. 

The Ford price boost, first among 
the “Big Three’ companies, is the 
third instance of increases since 
last fall, Hudson and Studebaker 
having raised their prices moder- 
ately several months ago. 


in 


CIO Wins Ford Vote Easily; 
GM, Hudson Plants Reopen 
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branch plants bargaining confer- 
ences have already been asked for, 
union officials said, and petitions 
for NLRB elections in these plants 
would soon be filed. 

The UAW-CIO strike at Hudson 
was settled last Wednesday, with 
workers returning to work Thurs- 
day morning. Union had demanded 
a 15-cent-an-hour wage increase 
but compromised on an 8-cent-an- 
hour boost. 





Nash Appoints Israel 


Head of N. Y. Branch 


DETROIT. — Appointment of R. 
H. Israel, assistant general sales 
manager of Nash Motors division 
of Nash-Kelvina- 
tor Corp., to 
manage the Nash 
Motor Car Co. of 
New York was 
announced last 
week by W. A. 
Blees, general 
sales manager. 

New York 
branch is one of 
the largest selling 

, organizations of 

R. H. Israel Nash in the U. S.,, 

and serves Nash 

dealers throughout the metropoli- 

tan territory, including New Jersey 
and Connecticut cities. 
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»»» now available 
in book form! 


Reviewers Say: 


NEWSWEEK.—“This encyclopedic, yet 
chatty histo of the auto indus 
could be written only by the editor 
of ‘Automotive News’ * * * Full of 
intimate reminiscences and little- 
known facts, Sinsabaugh’s work in- 
cludes everyone connected with auto- 
mobiling.”’ 


LIBERTY.—“‘Four honks on the horn 
of plenty for this really excellent 
ern, It well illustrates a 
maxim of the late Professor Brander 
Matthews: ‘Autoblography is what 
pography ought to be’.”’ — Fulton 

ursler. 


BOSTON GLOBE.—". . . is perhaps 
the best aaneey ever written of our 
industry ... is thoroughly compre- 
hensive; was really needed, and is 
written in clear newspaper style.’’— 
James T. Sullivan. 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE—“It is invalu- 
able to anyone interested in Amer- 
ica’s No. 1 industry.” 


CHICAGO DAILY NEWS — “Sinsa- 
baugh’s 40 years of specialization in 
the motor car field have made him 
a unique authority on the subject of 
the automobile."’ 


DETROIT TIMES—". . . tells it not in 
a manner derived from digging sta- 
tistics from musty tomes, but in a 
manner based on the personal con- 
tacts of the author.’’—Stokes Walesby. 


DETROIT FREE PRESS—“Here are 
four decades of history largely cen- 
tered in our own city. told with a 
sincerity for factual knowledge and 
with a fidelity to detail that will, in 
the generations to come, win from 
all historians a prayer of thanks to 
Chris.’’—Malcolm . Bingay. 


DETROIT NEWS—“It is so liberally 
seasoned with the salt of what news- 
paper people know as human interest 
that it is bound to compel the at- 
tention of avery class of reader.’’— 
George W. Stark. 


Price $3.75 
deluxe autographed edition, $7.50 
ORDER FROM 
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New and better 


BENDIX 


Products 


for the great new years 


Stromberg Carburetor 


Pioneer of progress in carbu- 
retion—outstanding for its 
high efficiency, its many su- 
beriorities, its long life, its 
simple and sturdy construc- 
tion and its stability of ad- 
justment, 


Bendix Gear Control 


Pioneer of finger-tip gear- 
shifts and most highly devel- 
oped of steeringpost gear con- 
trols—least manual effort 
needed—utmost responsive- 
ness provided. Years of 
service. 


Bendix Brakes 


Smoothest, simplest, most sta- 
ble in adjustment, easiest to 
adjust. Embodying exclusive 
brinciples which assure bet- 
ter braking with less pedal 
effort and lower mainte- 
nance expense. 


to come! 


a the tremendous expansion of Bendix plants and 
personnel and machinery, an unceasing program of re- 
search and development goes on in Bendix engineering 
laboratories. 


Carburetion, brakes, peow braking, vacuum and hydraulic 
and electrically actuated remote-control systems, gearshifting 
and clutch control applications, universal joints—all of these 
vital phases of automotive engineering are being notably and 
uninterruptedly advanced by Bendix development work. 


Thus while the heavy program of America’s-Defense needs 
goes forward with all energy, and while the present urgent 
needs of commercial automotive activity are being served to 
the best of our ability, the future of the automotive industry is 
constantly, vividly, in mind. In the Bendix laboratories, as in 
your own plants and shops and service establishments, there 
are no priorities on creative thinking ...on planning ...on 
making ready for your cars and trucks and buses of tomorrow. 


When that day comes—when you are ready—Call Bendix. 


BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION 


of Bendix Aviation Corporation, South Bend, Indiana 
In Canada: Bendix-Eclipse of Canada, Ltd., Windsor, Ont. 


BENDIX PRODUCTS HAVE BEEN MADE PART AND 


PARCEL OF 


MORE THAN 80 MILLION CARS 
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